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Introduction

Neighbourhood Planning has provided an important opportunity for communities to shape their local
environment for future generationsdentifying and evaluatingopportunities and constraintsvill
mean thatcommunitiesare in an informed position and therefore better ablegimtect their valuable
natural assets.

In 2011, the government published their Biodiversity 208 (i NI G S3& T2 dife and3It | YRQ
Ecosystem servic@which built on the recommendains of the earlieNatural Environment white

paper. The mission of the Biodiversity 2020 strategy Wl t G 2 GSNI tf 0A2RAGBSNEA
well-functioning ecosystems and establigbherent ecological networks, with more and better places
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TheNational Planning Policy FramewoNRPF; first published in 2012irew on these principles and

PNB G SOGAY 3 YR SyKIYIRY XKAWD &N O Eozik e/ ddizi i @ A a
objectives in the revised NPRE18 paragraphBc). Local (norstrategic) plicies specifically designed

G2 I RRNBaa GKS 20SNIff f2aa 2F 0OA2RAGSNEINIE | NB
guidance for thids enshrined in he NPPF in paragraphs 118a, 174b and il the latter two

LI NF ANI LIK& NBFSNNAYy3I (2 WYSI adzN> dAfafotaleyeSpolicya F Ay 6 A
ENV4of the Cheshire West and ChesteocalPlana G A LJdzf | 6 Sa G KIFdG W5S@St2LIrSy
Fye ySi t2aa 2F yIFddz2NT t | &aS CheshirelWest and €restef ke a4 S S|
alsoa signatory to the Cheshire Region Local Nature Partnership (CRINB)(i DI A y olidy2 NJ b | {
(January 2016) which sets out the guidance and principles of biodiversity accounting and
compensation.

According to Biodiversit020,there are numerous ways to work towards achieving these aims, with
landowners, conservation chaes and individual playing a part. Howevgihe planning system has

a central rolein achieving the aims of Biodiversity 20Zfarticularly strategic planning, but also
development control.At a localevel,Neighbourh@d Ranninghas the potentiato be a key factor in
determining whether the aims oBiodiversity2020 are realisedby identifying local priorities fo
nature conservation and ensag these are taken into coieration in the planning process.

In 2018, as part of its 25 Ydarvironment Plan, the governmeépledged tobecome the first
generation to leavehe natural environment in a better condition than that they inherited.

In the State of Nature Report 2016, the UK was ranked among the most risplged countries in
theworld.¢ KS 3 2 @ Sanpitl6usS gropGsals fonature recoveryr YR ¢ Of Sy IANR g KE
pivotal inthe future of our environment.

Although tis is a national framework, its succegll alsodepend on local communities and
partnershipsworkingto protect and enhance theenvironmeri to contribute toits social, economic
and environmental objectives
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Objectivesof the study

The first stage to protecting and enhancing the natural environment is to identify the natural assets
that existwithin the neighbourhoodThis reportaims to dentify the core, highecologicalalue sites

for nature conservation ithe KingsleyNeighbourhood Planning Areas well as sites deemed to be

of medium ecologicalvalue. The high value sites are recommended for protection through the
neighbourhood planimg process and the medium value sites could be considered as biodiversity
opportunity areas subject to further evaluation. Medium and high value sites should also act as an
alert in the planning system triggering full evaluation should they be proposedfuinre
development.

The report also aims to identify kégcal and regionagécological networks within the neighbourhood
planning area and recommends that these are protected through the neighbourhood plan
Additionally,it identifies key featureas®ciated with the ladscape character of thKingsleyarea so
these can be referenced in planning policies.

Backgroundz ecological networks

LY Hamn tNRBFSaa2NI {ANI W2KyYy [FgG2y &dzoYAGOGSR | NE
Areviewof EngldRQa 2 Af REAFS {AGSa | yR 9 O2thawe hedd astep S 6 2 NJ
change in our approach to wildlife conservation from trying to hang on to what we have, to one of
largescale habitat restoration and recreation, underpinned by thessmblishment of ecological

processes and ecosystem services, for the benefits of both people and wildlife. The report also
identified that this vision will only be realised if we work at local scales in partnership with local people.

The natural environmat is fundamental to our webeing, health and economgnd provides us with

a range of ecosystem services such as food, water, materials, flood defences and carbon sequestration
¢ and biodiversity underpins most, if not all, of thefrthe pressures on oland and water are likely

to continue to increase and we need to learn how to manage these resources in ways which deliver
multiple benefits, for example, achieving profitable and productive farming while also adopting
practices which enhance carbon stge improve flood water management and support wildlife.

9y At yRQa ¢Af Rt ATS KI Ipfagmreniedl anl isatated, BasliGptordeclines/itO NS | &
the provision of some ecosystem services, and losses to species popul&dofmyical networker

Nature Recovery Networkmve become widely regnised as an effective way conserve wildlife in
environments that have become fragmented by human activities.

Ecological networks genenalhave five components (see Figurewhich reflect both exigtig and
potential ecological importance and function.

1 Core areas
These are areas of high nature conservation value which form the heart of the network. They contain
habitats that are rare or important because of the wildlife they support or the ecosyseenices they
provide. They generally have the highest concentrations of species or support rare species. They
include protected wildlife sites and other sematural areas of high ecological quality.
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9 Corridors and stepping stones
These are spaces thahprove the functional connectivity between core areas, enabling species to
move between them to feed, disperse, migrate or reproduce. Connectivity neeplistatome from
fAYSINE O2yliAydz2zdza KFoAGlFGAT |y dzerosSWwiickecertaia Y I  f
species can move between core areas.

1 Restoration areas
These are areas where measures are planned to restore or create new high value areas (which will
dzft GAYFGSt&@ 0S02YS WO2NBE | NBIF aQ0 &Adhs cankok rigstoed@2 £ 2 3 A
They are often situated so as to complement, connect or enhance existing core areas.

9 Buffer zones
¢tKSaS NP INBlFra GKIFIG Ofz2asSfteée adaNNRdzyR O2NB | NBI
corridors, and protect them froradverse impacts from the wider environment.

1 Sustainable use areas
These are areas within the wider landscape focussed on the sustainable use of natural resources and
appropriate economic activities, together with the maintenance of ecosystem sen&msup
F LILINBLINR F G Sfteées GKSe KStL) G2 wazfiSy (GKS YIFIGNREQ
less hoste to wildlife, including seléustaining populations of species that are dependent upon, or at
least tolerant of, certain forms of agricule. There is overlap in the functions of buffer zones and
sustainable use areas, but the latter are less clearly demarcated than buffers, with a greater variety of
land uses.
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Figure 1.The components of ecological networks (Making Space for Naturetjepo

The principles of creatingoherent ecological netwogkhave since been embedded within many

LX FyYyAy3 FYyR LRfAO& R20dzySyidao ¢KS Dbl GddNdht 9y A
was published in 201 teiterated a Government commitment to ma from net biodiversity loss to

net gain, by recognising the importance of supporting healthy, -fuelttioning ecosystems and
establishing more coherent ecological networks.

The National Plannghand Policy Framework revised in 20ib8ludes specificgdance on conserving,
restoring and enhancing ecological networks including:

1 Identify, map and safeguard components of local wildliéd habitats and wider ecological
networks, including the hierarchy of international, national and locally designates] af
importance for biodiversity; wildlife corridors and stepping stones that connect them; and
areas identified by national and local partnerships for habitat management, enhancement,
restoration or creation

1 promote the conservation, restoration anchleancement of priority habitats, ecological
networks and the protection and recovery of priority species; and identify and pursue
opportunities for securing measurable net gains for biodiversity.

1 minimising impacts on and providing net gains for bioditgrécluding by establishing
coherent ecological networks that are more resilient to current and future pressures;
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9 Plans should: distinguish between the hierarchy of international, national and locally
designated sites; allocate land with the least eommental or amenity value, where
consistent with other policies in this Framework; take a strategic approach to maintaining
and enhancing networks of habitats and green infrastructure; and plan for the enhancement
of natural capital at a catchment or laspchpe scale across local authority boundaries.

Landscape Character Assessmdpt the Cheshire region

On a national levehe Parish of Kingsldies within National Character AréBICA)1 ¢ Shropshire,

Cheshire and Staffordshire Plain NCAl axtendingto the Cheshire Sandstone RidBECAG2 a
discontinuous ridge rising sharply from t@eshire Plainvore locally Cheshire West and Chester
Council have produced a Landscape Strategy which incorporates 16 Landscape Character Types (LCTs).
Different aspect such as geology, landform, soils, vegetation and Usedchave been used to identify
recognisable patternthat have categorised into different LCTs. This Landscape Stiateggnded

to be used as a basis for planning and the creation of future lapésstategies as well as raising

public awareness of landscapeachcter and creating aense of place.

Protecingg R 9y Kl yOAy3 YAy3aftSeQa bl GdzN¥ f 9y @laMBn2MS y



Map 1 Landscape Character Typology

Cheshire
Wildlife Trust

Kingsley
Neighbourhood Plan

Land Character Typology

Map number
Map 1

Legend

E Neighbourhood Plan
Boundary

Cheshire West & Chester
Landscape Chracter Types 2016

Healthy farmland &
Woodland

- River Valley

- Sandstone Ridge

- Undulating Enclosed
Farmland

‘Woodland, heaths, meres
& mosses

10/01/2019

Ordnance Survey Licence number
100030835. © Natural England 2019,
reproduced with the permission of
Natural England, [http:/ /www.natural
england arguk/copyright/. © Crown
Capyright and database rights 2019,
Ordnance Survey licence number
100022021]

Cheshire Wildlife Trust
Bickley Hall Farm
Bickley

Malpas

Cheshire

SY14 BEF

Telephone: 01948 820728

Fax: 0709 2888469
E-mail: info@cheshirewt.orguk

Registered Charity No. 214927
Registered Company No. 738693




8

The Landscape Character dssment (Mapl) identifies fourecognisable landscape character égp

(LCTs) within theKingsleyNeighbourhood Rnning Aea, namely:Sandstone Ridge, Undulating
Enclosed Farmland, River Valley and a small area of Woodland, heaths, meres & mosses in the
southern extent Each LCT isitsdivided into smaller Landscape Chaeadreas (LCAS); details of the
relevant LCTs and LCAs are given below:

WOODLANDS, HEATHS, MERES & MOSSES
General Description

This character type comprisegtensive blocks dargely planted coniferous woodlarvdth

some broadleaved woodlands. Woodts areinterspersed witha mosaic ofelict heath, and meres
and mosses formed in glacial holloviore recently water bodies have formed in quarry workings
following the extraction of sand, gravel and sandstone.

The complex of heath, meres and mosslaads of international importance for nature conservation
and support species such as nightjar, common lizard, crossleaved heath and round leaved sundew.

LCA 1la Delamere

A small section of the Kingsley Neighbourhood Planning area, in the southern eixteatParish falls
within the Delamere landscape character area. This a€pies a hollow createdudng the last
glaciation whemeltwaters forced their way through the sandstoridgeand deposited

extensive glacial sand and gravel deposits in tlea dnat 5 now Delamere Foresthis extensive area
encompasses the glacfluvial deposits and accompanying sandy soils whihbound to the north
and south by undulating clay farmland, and to the west bygt@ninentsandstone ridge.

KeyLandscapeCharacteristics

1 A gently undulating large scale landscape of woodland, farmland and heathland overlying sand
and gravel glacifluvial drift material, deposited during the last glaciation, lying between 65m
and 85m AOD

1 An organic mosaic of meres, mossesamp, fen, woodland and heathland forming part of
the ancient Forest of Mara and Mondrem, interspersed with conifer plantations, quarries and
large, straight sided field

1 A dynamic landscape with many areas showing different stages of peatland/ mossland
development and vegetation succession

1 Large open water bodies occupying kettle holes formed during the last glaciation, known as
meres, are associated with fen, mire, acidic grassland and bog habitats and form part of the
Meres and Mosses Ramsar site

1 Peatey R FSIF GdzNBa AyOfdzRS ljdzZ- {Ay3 062348 2N WaOKgA
over the water surface e.g. at Abbots Moss

1 Large areas of plantation woodland on former heath and peatland, dominated by conifers, at
Delamere Forest
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1 Sandy soils also suppapecies rich acid grassland, daikch woodland and lowland heath
Little Budworth Common, one of best surviving examples of lowland heath in Cheshire

1 Active and inactive sand and gravel and sandstone extraction sites

1 Extensive glacifluvial drift deposis have created a resource of sand which is actively
guarried to create large water bodies alakes

1 Around and between the woodland and water is pattern of planned 19th century enclosure
representing relatively late enclosure of this landscape from whstgh

9 Large areas managed for recreation including Delamere Forest, Little Budworth Country Park,
parking and picnic sites, two golf courses and part of the Sandstone Trail long distance
recreational path

1 Low settlement density. Settlement form is relafiydate in origin and comprises farmsteads
of 18th-19th century origin, linked by turnpike roads, and set within areas of relatively recent
enclosure together with scattered linear development

9 Buildings are characteristically red brick or sandstone wdlg ot slate tiles. White washed
buildings are also characteristic and prominent features within the landscape

1 A great contrast between the openness of the heaths, clearings and meres, and the enclosed
nature of the woodland

1 The skyline is dominated by treemost often the dark line of conifer plantations

1 There is a great diversity of visual experiengdgparticular significance are the operews
across the Meres

Key factors forlandscape chnge

As part of the 2014 Mersey ForeBlanplanting policieghere will be planting of new woodland on
former agricultural land around Delamere Forest. There is the potentiaidoiversity and landscape
enhancement through plantatig thinning and recreation ofrmosaic of broadleaved woodlandpen
heathland andscrub landscape interspersed witlestored peatlands including basin mires, mosses,
wetlands and meres/Vhilst increased conifer plantation could result in a lowering of the water table.

The impact of invasive nemative species such as Crassula, Hinzaddalsam and Rhododendron will
potentially result in the deterioration of ancient woodland, meres, mossland and heathland habitats
where these plants are present and left unmanaged.

There is pressure for increased recreational insthe landscapgecoupkd with an increased demand

for visitor accommodation, including holiday cottages, caravan park$alithy cabin developmés,

along with the associated infrastructure and facilities. This could lead to an increase in developed
areas and théoss of tramuillity, and theloss or fragmentation of habitats.

Recreation activities could beircted towards appropriate mamade sitesto allevide continued
pressure on exigstig designated and natural sitelsut this would need balancing with conservation
objedives to restore sites for wildlife, such as former quarries.

Continued pressure for mineral extraction is a potential threat for wildiigbitat

and the historic environment but could also provide @ptunities for habitat creation once épaction
has @ased and sites are restored and landscaped.
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Pressure fothe expansion of existing settlement, ribbon development and infill could lead to habitat
loss and/or fragmentation as well as the erosion of built environment character. Additiptiadly
upgrading of lanes ad minor roads could lead to an incmdagly suburban character of the
countryside.

Cheshire West & Chester Council Local Plan policies with an influence oiatidscape character

Green Belt (north of the A556);

Countryside (south of the A5k56

Area of Special County Value (ASCV) across the north of the LCA;

Natural heritage sites of international, national, regional and/or local significance;
bridAzylffe RSaA3aylI ISR KSNAGFIAS aasSia 62y
andlocally significant heritage assets;

1 Flood risk anadvater management (Sandyford Brook)

=A =4 =4 4 A

LCT 2, Sandstone Ridge
General Description

Rising dramaticallgbove the surrounding Plain, the Sandstone Ridge Character Type @f the
most visible landmarké the Cheshire West and Chester landscapepine like ridge that runs
roughly northsouth from Helsby through Tarporley and @ Duckingtorior some 30km. It comprises
a series of scarps and sandstone outcrgpanctuated by glacial meres and mossethwdelsby Hill
and Beeston Cragwo prominent features Although this LCA sharedaracteristics with the
Sandstone Fringe character typgbe visual and topogphic differences set it aparThe idgehas a
strong natural and cultural heritage, comprigimoodland heathland andsandstone exposures
alongside sandstone quarries, buildings, wallsnken lanesand Iron Age settlements and
fortifications.

LCA2a Frodsham
A prominent ridge that extendérom Frodsham in the north t@elamere Forest in the sth. The
boundaries are defined primarily by geology and topogragigped by six thousand years of human
activity. This Character Area forms the bulk of the Western extent of the parish.
KeyLandscapeCharacteristics
9 Outcrops of Triassic sandstone foenprominent ridge reaching over 150m with hills forming
features at Beacon Hill, Harrol Edge and Birch Hill

1 Steep sandstone cliffs to the north and west of the ridge support dense woodland, including
ancient oak woodland, for example at Alvanley Cliff Wood
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91 Dry gorges, created by glacial meltwater, are features of the northern and western edges of
the ridge

1 Brown sandy soils support permanent grassland, dwarf shrub heath, bracken andguise

and woodland on steeper slopes, for example at Frodsham andddvé/oods

Groupsof Scots pines form distinctive skyline elements

Quarriesare features, particularly along the wefstcing cliff

Lesssteep slopes support arable farmland

Regulargeonetric fields, resulting from late eighteenth and early nineteenth capt

enclosure by private agreement and Parliamentary Act, dominate the ridge

1 New Pale is a 17th century deer park with a distinctive boundary which is a faattine
landscape

1 Low density of dispersed farms and hamletaany farm buildings are constructefrom
sandstone (quarried from the ridge) with welsh slate roofs

1 Sunken lanes provide access over the ridge, responding to landfoere are no maimoads

1 LateBronze Age/lron Age promontory hillfort at Woodhouse Hill on the western edge of the
ridge, and a former Roman camp at Birch Hill, occupy prominent positions on the ridge (both
Scheduled Monuments)

1 The War Memorial on Frodsham Hill is a landscape feature, from where there are panoramic
viewsover the Mersey Estuary

1 Long distance footpaths run algnthe length of the ridge from where there are some
spectacular panoramic views from the ridge as far as Wales to the west and th®Beait
to the east

= =4 =4 =

1 Locally designated an Area of Special County Value (ASCV) recognising its landscape and

scenic gality and its historic, archaeological and ecological importance
Key factors forlandscape chnge

Future influencing factors that could affect this landscape inciirdeith of developed and built areas
due topressure forresidentialdevelopnent and receational provisiorincluding holiday

homes/cabins and caravan parks. There is also pressure for farm extension as well as diversification

of farmland andbuildings forresidential and commercial usejth erection of modern portal sheds to
replace the Ist space;

This could result in theresion of built environment character and increased siiamisation through
incrementaldevelopment and the associated infrastructure.

Due to the elevated topography and wind speeds there is alesspire forfurther communication
masts, wind turbines and other tall structures in the landscape.

This is an area of search for sand and gravel extraction;
Policies within the 2014 Mersey For&dan include establishing a woodland framework around

Frodsham and Helsliyking the Sandstone Ridge (whilst avoiding the escarpment) with the
Weaver Valley

Protecingg R 9y Kl yOAy3 YAy3aftSeQa bl GdzN¥ f 9y @lahiry 208y (i



12

Increasedrecreational usedevelopment, suburban creep angbtential future sand and gravel
extraction could lead to théragmentationof habitatsand the loss ofranquillity of the area.

Cheshire West & Chester Council Local Plan policies with an influence oiatidscape character

Green Belt;

Area ofSpecial County Value (ASCV);

Natural heritage sites of international, national, regional andémal significance;
NationallyRSaA Ayl 6§ SR KSNAGF3AS aasSda o2y I A&ad2NAO !
and locally significant heritage assets.

=A =4 =4 =

LCT & Undulating Enclosed Farmland
General Description

The character type f®und across a large part of the ChigshWest and Chester borough; to the
east between Northwich and the Sandstone Ridgd in the south of the borouglway from main
roads, railways and settlement the landseap generally quiet and rural anddsfined by undulatig
pastureland, fragmeted by nucleated, rural villages and scattered farmsteads.

Viewswithin this type very much depend upon location and the nature of the immediate topography.
There is a range of monuments from Bronze Age barrows to postewvataianal locks.

LCA 5b: Fadsham to Northwich

The Frodsham to Northwich character area surrounding the village of Kingsley forms the largest
proportion of the Neighbourhood planning aredhis LCAepresents an area of large scale, gently
undulating farmland located tthe south d the Weaver Valley between Frodsham and Northwich. To
the southwest is the more steeply undulatingorley character areaThe boumlary between these

two character areas is defineg b marked change in topographg the graind begins to rise towards

the Sandstone Ridge.

Key Landscape Characteristics

1 Abedrock geology of Bollin Mudstones (part of the Mercia Mudstone Group) covered by a
mantle of glacial drifteposits that gives rise to a gentipdulating topography between 25m
and 50m AOM¥ising to ®m where it joins the Frodsham Sandstone Ridge

1 Steep, wooded cloughs and valleys incise the hills, containing small brooks that drain towards
the River Weaver, for example along Cliff Brook, and are of local wildlife importance

1 Grassland meadowtbat are d local wildlife importance

91 Boulder clay deposits mask the underlying mudstones giving rise to a predomingvae lgf
drainingclay soils that suppodairying and some arable crops

1 Small scale fields resulting from late eighteenth and early nineteeaiucy enclosure by
private agreement and Parliamentary Act are bounded by hedgerows with hedgerow trees
and drainage ditchessmall scale Medieval towfrelds surround Kingsley
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1 Smallfarm woodlands and covertare important features of dandscape with gegrally
relatively low woodland cover

1 Historic orchards throughout the areg@@reviously designated as Areas of Significant Local
Environmental Value (ASLEV)

9 Field ponds are a feature of the lower lying areas, indicating the extractima{calcareous
deposits) from the boulder clay for past agricultural improvement

91 Designed landscapes at Pike Nook Farm, Hefferston Grange, Weaver Holt, andFdotlies
are associated with large country houses or farmsteads

9 Passive recreation in the form of public footpat including parts of the Delamere Way,
Eddisbury Wagnd North Cheshire Way

1 Gommunity woodland sites at Thorn Wood and Hazel Pear Wood are managdak by
Woodland Trust angrovide open access

1 A network of small sunken lan#éisat link scattered farms, hamle@nd halls. Kingsley, Acton
Bridge and Weaverham form nucleated settlemenrtsthe edge of the area

1 Building materials are typically red brick with large red brick dairy barns a particular feature.
Peel Hall is a medieval moated farmstead and a Schedubeuliivient

1 Promontory hillfort at Bradley, a Scheduled Monument

1 Mainline railway lines, the disused ICI mineral railway, electricity pylons, the A4855&]
pass through the area, contributing to the sense of movement and noise locally

1 The Frodsham SandstonRidge and theNorley Undulating Enclosed Farmland form a
backdrop toviews, and Weaverham Church tower is a landmark on the skyline, but generally
here is no strong skyline to this relatively low lying landscape

1 There are panoramigiews fromtheB5152 aces the Weaver Valley

Key factors forlandscape chnge

This LCA istated within an area of sear¢br sand and gravel extraction, so there is the potential for
new quarry works which could cause habitat fragmentation and loss but could also be anumifyort
to restore areas for wildlife or recreation following works.

Agricultural diversification and a shift from agriculture to equine land imstydingthe introduction

of riding schools, stables and paddocks as well essgure for conversiomf farm buildings to

residential, business and industrial use.

There is also pressure for settlement expansion, smdl scale residential developmenprincipally
aroundthe main settlenents abutting the character area but also in the wider countryside.

The bcation within The Mersey Forest indicates that there is likely to be additional tree planting in
the area, principally restoring and creati@eshire orchals, copses and small woodlandghvim the
existing field patterrwhich would be a posite change.

Cheshire West & Chester Council Local Plan policies with an influence oiatidscape character

i Green Belt;
9 Natural heritage sites of international, national, regional and/or local significance;
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1 Nationally designated heritage assets (on HistoricEfRg@@ b G A2y £ | SNAGF 3S
and locally significant heritage assets;
1 Flood risk and water management.

LCT 1% River Valleys
General Description

Cheshire Wstand Chester borougls partly bounded by the Mersey estuary to the north and the
River Dee to the west, both of which largely draieas outside the district. The River Weaver flows
northwards nto the Mersey and is an important main river originatimghin Cheshire East, with its
tributary the River Dane which arises in tBerbyshre Peak District to the easthe Dane and the
Gowy also flow northwards and arésa important for draining large parts of the district.

LCA 15c: Lower WeaveaNey

Flowing from Northwich to the Mersey Estuariget_ower Weaver Vallelyas faity low, kut steep

valley sides. The boundaries of thalley are defined predominalytby landform with the top ofhe
slopes meeting the adjacent landscapes types of the Undulating Enclosed Farmland and Cheshire
PlainEast

Key Landscape Characteristics

9 Distinctvalley with a flat open floodplain and steep, wooded, valley sidegaining the
course of the River Weaver and Weaver Navigagion i K Y y& I NOAFAOALFf OKI
remnant meanders, locks at Dutton and sluices/weirs

1 The steep valley sides and searigf steep sided tributaryalleys support distinctive clough
woodland, much of which is anciesbme haveextensive displays of bluebells

T ¢KS [/! AyOfdzRS&a .SSOKYAff 222R |YyR tI addaNBE |
SSSI Valley sides also supporafmedium scale arable and pastoral fields, bounded by low
gappyhedgerows

1 Alluvium on the valley floor gives rise to waterlogged seiigch generally support
permanent pasture includingeasonally wet species rich gsdand

1 Recreational opportunities arprovided by pulit footpaths alongside the river/navigation,

including Delamere Way and the Cheshire Ring Canal WalKikiagce recreational

footpaths

Thelockd YR W6 2 i 3 NI, thé AndRe@®n Boal Lifbadziisit@r ditractions

Views ae typically resticted to within the valley, foexample thee are views across the

valleyfrom either side, and from floodplains to the valley sides. fbipeof the valley side

forms a skyline

1 Generallya quiet andranquil landscape with a low settlemedensity. However, industrial
elements have a defing visual ifluence on parts of the valley

1 The Trent and Mersey Canal (a Conservation Area) follesvedrthern bank of the valley
contributing associated structures amagtefacts of industrial archaéogy, many of which are
listed

9 Steel roadoridges, such as at FrodshaAbg), Acton449), and Northwich Swing Bridge
(A533)and two huge saaistone arched railway viaducts (Frodsham and Dutton viaducts)
contribute to the indistrial character of the valje

=a =
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1 Setlement is generally absent froffoodplain, except at locks dmalongside the A49.
Scatteredfarms are typical of the less steep valley sides

9 Industry has had a great influence on the valley with old tiptaggons, dredging lagoons
anddeposit grands row forming rich wildlife habitis including open water, reed beds and
unimproved grassland

9 Large scale industrial works have a defining visual infleem the valley at Winnington
(Northwich) and Rocksavage (Runcorn)

Key factors forlandscape chnge

A decline of important ancient and sematural woodland habitatshrough reduction,
fragmentation and deterioration of clolgand wet woodlands;

A change inlanate could affect estatshed vegetatia balance and water environment.
Extensiorof the wooded nature of the valley by more planting on valley shoulders, sides and,
where appropriate, the valley floor buffering and connectamgient semnatural woodland
(planting policies withi the 2014 Mersey Forest Plan);

Further river bank erosion.

Cheshire West & Chester Council Local Plan policies with an influence olatidscape character

=

Green Belt anc€Countryside;

Extensive parts of the LCA are Area of Special County Value (ASCV) between the A56 in the

west and Weaverham in the east;

Floodrisk and water management;

River Weaver corridor;

Natural heritage sites of international, national, regional and/or local significance;
brGA2ylffte RSaAIYylFrGSR KSNRAGIFIS aasSda o602y | A:
England) and locally signifiddmeritage assets

=

= =4 =4 =
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Natural Area

Natural Areas as defined by English Nature (now Natural Englaim)1996 are aseries of
biogeographical units reflecting ecological integrity land fdand-use and cultural influenceJ heir
boundaries usuallgorrespord to those of theLandscape Charactéreas althoughthey normally
encompass multiple LCAs they are generally larger.

Most of Cheshirethe northern half of Shropshire angiart of northwest Staffordshire sit ithin the

Meres and Mosses Natural Arebhs is an expansive area ofrgly rolling agricultural plaimvhich at

the end of the last ice age was largely underwater. Although the vast area of water eventually drained
away it left behind a wetland landscape of meres, mosses, meandering rivers and. {ddvisl
landscapéasrecognised as being of international importarfoe its wetland wildlife.

Habitat Network Mapping Project

Natural Egland has developedNature NetwoksHandboolwhich is arintegrated Framework for
creating Ecological Networks for Mlife & People It aims to provide practicabcommendations

that supportthe delivery of Biodiversity 2020 Strategy, the Natural England Conservation Strategy
(C21) & the Government 25 year environment plane National Habitat Network Mapping Project

is a spatial tool developed as part of the Handbdbgrovides a nationabverview of the

distribution of haitat networks for 19 separate priority habitats. (listed below)

Lowland fens

Lowland raised bog

Blanket bog

Limestone pavements

Coastal sandlunes

Coastal shingle

Maritime cliff & slope
Saltmarsh

Seminatural Ancient Woodland

Upland calcareous grassland
Lowland calcareous grassland
Reedbeds

Lowland meadws

Upland hay meadows

Purple moofgrass and rush pastures
Lowland dry acid grassland
Lowland heathland

Upland heathland

Upland flushes fens & swamps

=4 =4 =4 =4 =4 -8 -8 -8 -8 f
= =4 =4 -4 -4 -8 -8 -9 9

The Key components tifie National Habitat Network magre -

Primary Habitat- existing patches of priority habitat for each habitat network e.g. lowland
Heathland;

Associated Habitatg other habitd types that form a mosaic or an ecologically coherent grouping;
Habitat CreatedRestored-habitatwhere restoration or creation of new habitat is underway
Restorable Habitat; habitatsthat are currently degraded but have the potentiallie restored;
Network Enhancement Zones These are areas that should be prioritised for actions to buffer
priority habitat/habitat networks;

Fragmentation Action Zonesmaller fragmented areas of habitat that have the potential to be
enlarged or joined with other habitadatches;

Potential Network Joins potential locations for action to create network links

The mapsre intended for use at both a national level and to feed into the development of

ecological networks at a local level. Treipuld be usedh conjunctionwith other data sets and
local knowledgeo help improve the ecological resilience of habitats and habitat networks.

Protecingg R 9y Kl yOAy3 YAy3aftSeQa bl GdzN¥ f 9y @lahiry 208y (i



Map 2 National Habitat NetworkCombined Habitat Mappingexcludes woodland habitafsc Natural England 2018

Wildlife Trust

Map title
Kingsley
Neighbourhood Plan
National Habitat Networks

Map number

Map 2

Legend

Neighbourhood Plan
Boundary

National Habitat Network
Combined Habitat Network

Primary Habitat
Associated Habitats

Combined Habitat Network
Restoration 2018

| Fragmentation Action
Zone

- Potential Network Join

Date 20/12/18

© Crown copyright and database rights
2018, Ordnance Survey Licence number
100030835,

© Natural England capyright.

Cheshire Wildlife Trust
Bickley Hall Farm
Bickley

Malpas

Cheshire

SY14 BEF

Telephane: 01948 820728
Fax: 0709 2888469
E-mal: nfo@cheshirewt.orguk

Registered Charlty No. 214927
Registered Company No. 738693
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National Habitat Netwrk Mapping has highlighted an area floodplain asRestorable Habitat just

y 2 NIi K 2 TPaishoguBdarfy &andgtte River Weaver Corridor. Thiabutted bya small patch

2F [26f 1 yR FSy ySI N | dzhiéhNEbeed idedill ag FiddryfHabitak. f Rt A F ¢
These two habitats are buffered by a Network Enhancement Zone, where opportunities to enhance

the habitat network should bprioritised. This could be through restoring degraded habitat or through
expanding existing habitat.

The m@ also identified a large mosaic of habitat networks within DeearForest to the South of
Kinggley Parishas well as two small areas of Priority Habitat (Lowland Fen and Lowland Meadow) on
the River WeaveFloodplain justast of the ParisBoundary

Ecdogical Network for Cheshire West & Chestedraft 2016

As part of theCheshire West an@hestemupdatedLocal Plan (Part 2), whicbntairs detailed

policies to protect and enhance tmatural environmenta map of the ecological network within the
boroughhas been createdrhe eological networkis not intended to estrictdevelopment or growth

buttoLIN2E GARS | (22t G2 AYyTF2NXY YR 3JIdzARS RS@OSt2LIYSY

In line with theexistingLocal Plan (Part One) new development will be expected to protect,
conserve, restore and enhance the compateeof the ecological network for the borough. The
existing designated sites (statutory and rstatutory) and priority habitats are essential
components of the network and nedd be protected and conserved.

Core areas
- Corridors and stepping stones

Restoration areas
% Meres and mosses catchments (buffer zones)

Sustainable land use areas

Figure 2 Ecological Network for Cheshire West & Chestap
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Outside the planningystem the ecological network is inteled to inform land management and
investment decisions and priorities such as &mgwironment schemes, river catchment partnership
plans and NGO (negovernment oganisation) landscape scale initiatiges

The @eshire West & Chester Ecological Netwadentify broad networks for tle whole borough,
whereas thewildlife corridors identifiedn this report éeemap 10)are morespecificto ecological
networksthat are importantfor conserving and enhancidmgodiversityat a local scale.

Methodology

Creating a habitat distinctiveness map
In line with current Defra methodologies t&di S NI A y Xin Hlodigeiisity Bdbifatytlatafrom the
sources listed belowas attributed to oneof three categories listed in the table

Habitat type band Distinctiveness | Broad habitat type covered Colour on map

Highecological value High Priority habitat as defined in Red
section 41 of the NERC Act
Desgnated nature conservation

sites (statutory and noistatutory)

Mediumecological valug Medium Seminaturalhabitats and habitats| Orange
with potential to be restored to
Priority quality. Includes field

ponds.

Lowecological value Low E.g. Intensig agricultural but may| n/a

still form an important part of the

ecological network in an area.

Habitat type bands (Defra March 2012)

1. Severapublished data sets were used to produce tabitat distinctiveness maps:

9 Priority habitat Natural England2016 ¢ High/medium confidence coded as high
distinctiveness, and low confidence coded as medium distinctiveness unless other data is
available.

1 Landcover data, Centre for Ecology and Hydrology 2007. Priority habitats (principal
importance) and sermatural habiats coded as medium distinctiveness (data in Appendix 1)

9 Agricultural land classification, Natural Englagdade 4 medium distinctiveness, grade 5 high
distinctiveness (adjusted where other data is available).

1 Protected siteslfiternational Sites, Eupean SitesSites of Special Scientific Interest, Local
Wildlife Sites and Local Nature Resejyédatural England, CWT/CW&Gcal Authorityg
coded as high distinctiveness

1 Ancient woodlandg Natural England 201&coded as high distinctiveness.

1 Meres an Mosses and other peat sqilgleres and Mosse Landscape Partnership scheme,
2016.Functional Ecologicalrits, river valley peat and destroyddistorical)peat coded as
medium distinctivenesgSupporting information in Appendix 2.)
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2. Aerial photographyMicrosoft Bing™ Imagery Google Earffwas used to validate the results by
eye.

3. TheKingsleWeighbourhood PlaAreall Yy R / KI N} OGSNJ ! aaSaavySyid FyR b
Habitat Networkcategories were mapped and the results were used to inforendbnclusions

4. Information from recentplanning applications iingley Parish wereresearchedand species
recordshave been incorporatedhere appropriateEcological records wegdso obtainedwhere
available¥rom, the NBN (National Biodiversity Naivk) Atlas- Y R 4 KS 222 Rf | YR ¢ NUz
Tree Hunt website.
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Mapping

Map 3: Terrestrial rabitats of Principal Importance Natural England2016

Wildlife Trusf:

Mapdile Kingsley

Neighbourhood Plan

Habitats of Principal
Importance

Map number

Map 3

o Comse

Legend

: Neighbourhood Plan

Boundary

Habitats Of Principal Importance

- Coastal and floodplain
grazing marsh
Deciduous woodland

Good quality semi-
improved grassland

- Lowland meadows

No main habitat but
additional orchard and
woodland habitats present

Reedbeds

XTI " i
:::::::::t: Open mosaic habitat

11/12/2018

Ordnance Survey Licence number
100030835, © Crown
Copyright and database right 2018.
@ Natural England copyright.
Contains Ordnance Survey data

Cheshire Wildlife Trust
Bickley Hall Farm
Bickley

Malpas

Cheshire

SY14 BEF

Telephone: 01948 820728

Fax: 0709 2888469
E-mall: info@cheshirewt.org.uk

Registered Charlty No. 214927
Registered Company No. 738693
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Map 4: Land Cover Map 20QiZCM2007parcetbased classification of satellimage data showing land cover for the entire United Kingdom derived from a computer classificatitelkte scenes
obtained mainly from the Landsat sensor

Cheshire
Wildlife Trust

Map title
Kingsley
Neighbourhood Plan

Land Cover Habitats

Map number
Map 4

Legend

E Neighbourhood Plan
Boundary

- Acid grassland

-Arable and horticulture

I -

- Broad leaved, mixed
and yew woodland

- Built up areas and
gardens
Coniferous woodland

- Dwarf shrub heath

Fen marsh and swamp

[ Freshwater

Improved grassland

- Inland rock
- Littoral rock

Littoral sediment

==
- Neutral grassland

Rough low-productivity
grassland

Salt water

Supra-littoral sediment

Date
11/12/2018

©Crown Copyright 2018,

Ordnance Survey Licence number

100030835

Based upon Land Cover 20070
‘ood,

GM. . Land C: P
v1.2. NERC (CEH) 2011).

Cheshire Wildlife Trust
Bickley Hall Farm
Bickley

Malpas

Cheshire

SY14 8EF

Telephone: 01948 820728

Fax: 0709 2888469
E-mal: nfo@cheshirewt.orguk

Reglstered Charity No. 214927
Registered Company No. 738693




Map 5: Agricultural Land ading¢ Natural England 2013

[N Cheshire

Map title

Kingsley
Neighbourhood Plan
Agricultural Land
Classification

Neighbourhood Plan
Boundary

11/12/2018

Ordnance Survey Licence number
100030835. © Natural England 2018.
reproduced with the permission of
Natural England, [http://wiwww.natural
england orguk/copyright/. @ Crown
Copyright and databasc rights 2018,
Ordnance Survey licence number
100022021]

Cheshire Wildlife Trust
Bickley Hall Farm
Bickley

Malpas

Cheshire

SY14 BEF

Telephone: 01948 820728

Fax: 0709 2688469
E-mall: nfo@cheshirewt.orguk

Registered Charlty No. 214927
Registered Company No. 738693
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Map 6:Nature Conservatiorsites includingdesignatedSitesof Special Scientific Interest,ocal Nature ReservegEuropean designated sites (SAC, SPA), Ramsar sites,
Local Wildlife Sitegand nondesignated Potential Local Wildlife Sites

“BLACKANBEOR WOOD

Wildlife Trust

Al Map titte

Kingsley
Neighbourhood Plan

Nature Conservation Sites

Map number
Map 6
‘‘‘‘ Legend
; T Neighbourhood Plan
WARBURTN'S WOO! : : o -
& WELAWOOD - [ [ ‘ il X X Statutory Sites

I Ravsar
- Special Protection Area
q - Special Ar_ea of
Conservation
| National Nature Reserve
- Local Nature Reserve

Meres & Mosses
Nature Improvement Area

Non Statutory Sites

I oca widite site
- Potential
Local Wildife Site

Date

16/12/18

Ordnance Survey Licence number
100030835, © Crown

Copyright and database right 2019
© Natural England copyright.
Contains Ordnance Survey data

Cheshire Wildlife Trust
Bickley Hall Farm
Bickley

Malpas

Cheshire

SY14 8EF

Telephanc: 01948 820728
Fax: 0709 2888469
E-mail: info@cheshirewt.orguk

Registered Charity No. 214927
Registered Company No. 738693




Map 7: Ancient woodlandand traditional orchards; Natural England 2018

Cheshire
Wildlife Trust

Map title Kingsley
Neighbourhood Plan
Ancient Woodland
& Traditional Orchards

Map number
Map 7
Legend
: Neighbourhood Plan
Boundary

V/77777] Ancient Woodiand
P77 Traditional Orchard

11/12/2018

® Crown copyright and database rights
2018, Ordnance Survey Licence number
100030835.

© Natural England copyright.

Cheshire Wildlife Trust
Bickley Hall Farm
Bickley

Malpas

Cheshire

SY14 BEF

Telephone: 01948 820728

Fax: 0709 2888469
E-mall: info@cheshirewt.orguk

Registered Charlty No. 214927
Registered Company No. 738693
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Map 8 Meres and Mosses and other peabis, Meres and Mosses Landscape Partnership Scheme 2016

1

B

Cheshire
Wildlife Trust

Map titl
RIS Kingsley

Neighbourhood Plan
Meres & Mosses
and other peat soils

Map number

Map 8

Legend

- River Valley Peats
- Ecological Units
[ Destroyed Mosses

:I Ollerton Marthall Boundary

11/12/2018

© Crown copyright and database rights
2018, Ordnance Survey Licence number
100030835,

Cheshire Wildlife Trust
Bickley Hall Farm
Bickley
Malpas
Cheshire
SY14 BEF

Telephone: 01948 820728

Fax: 0709 2888469
E-mall: info@cheshirewt.orguk

Registered Charlty No. 214927
Registered Company No. 738693
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Map 9 Habitat Distinctiveness
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