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Introduction  

Neighbourhood Planning has provided an important opportunity for communities to shape their local 

environment for future generations. Identifying and evaluating opportunities and constraints will 

mean that communities are in an informed position and therefore better able to protect their valuable 

natural assets.  

 

In 2011, the government published their Biodiversity 2020 ΨǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŦƻǊ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ²ƛƭdlife and 

Ecosystem servicesΩ which built on the recommendations of the earlier Natural Environment white 

paper. The mission of the Biodiversity 2020 strategy is to ΨƘŀƭǘ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƭƻǎǎΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ 

well-functioning ecosystems and establish coherent ecological networks, with more and better places 

ŦƻǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻŦ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦΩ 

 

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), first published in 2012 drew on these principles and 

pǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ΨƻǳǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭΣ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀƴŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΩ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ the three core 

objectives in the revised NPPF 2018 (paragraph 8c). Local (non-strategic) policies specifically designed 

ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀǊŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ Ψƴƻ ƴŜǘ ƭƻǎǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΩ ƻǊ ΨƴŜǘ Ǝŀƛƴ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΩΦ The 

guidance for this is enshrined in the NPPF in paragraphs 118a, 174b and 175d with the latter two 

ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ΨƳŜŀǎǳǊŀōƭŜΩ ƴŜǘ Ǝŀƛƴ όƛΦŜΦ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƳŜǘǊƛŎύΦ At a local level, policy 

ENV4 of the Cheshire West and Chester Local Plan ǎǘƛǇǳƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ 

ŀƴȅ ƴŜǘ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀǎǎŜǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƴŜǘ ƎŀƛƴǎΩ. Cheshire West and Chester are 

also a signatory to the Cheshire Region Local Nature Partnership (CrLNP) ΨbŜǘ Dŀƛƴǎ ŦƻǊ bŀǘǳǊŜΩ policy 

(January 2016) which sets out the guidance and principles of biodiversity accounting and 

compensation. 

 

According to Biodiversity 2020, there are numerous ways to work towards achieving these aims, with 

landowners, conservation charities and individuals playing a part. However, the planning system has 

a central role in achieving the aims of Biodiversity 2020, particularly strategic planning, but also 

development control.  At a local level, Neighbourhood Planning has the potential to be a key factor in 

determining whether the aims of Biodiversity 2020 are realised, by identifying local priorities for 

nature conservation and ensuring these are taken into consideration in the planning process. 

 

In 2018, as part of its 25 Year Environment Plan, the government pledged to become the first 
generation to leave the natural environment in a better condition than that they inherited.  

In the State of Nature Report 2016, the UK was ranked among the most nature-depleted countries in 
the world. ¢ƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ambitious proposals for nature recovery ŀƴŘ άŎƭŜŀƴ ƎǊƻǿǘƘέ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
pivotal in the future of our environment. 

Although this is a national framework, its success will also depend on local communities and 

partnerships working to protect and enhance their environment to contribute to its social, economic 

and environmental objectives.   
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Objectives of the study 

The first stage to protecting and enhancing the natural environment is to identify the natural assets 

that exist within the neighbourhood. This report aims to identify the core, high ecological value sites 

for nature conservation in the Kingsley Neighbourhood Planning Area, as well as sites deemed to be 

of medium ecological value. The high value sites are recommended for protection through the 

neighbourhood planning process and the medium value sites could be considered as biodiversity 

opportunity areas subject to further evaluation. Medium and high value sites should also act as an 

alert in the planning system triggering full evaluation should they be proposed for future 

development.  

 

The report also aims to identify key local and regional ecological networks within the neighbourhood 

planning area and recommends that these are protected through the neighbourhood plan.  

Additionally, it identifies key features associated with the landscape character of the Kingsley area so 

these can be referenced in planning policies. 

 

Background ɀ ecological networks 

Lƴ нлмл tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ {ƛǊ WƻƘƴ [ŀǿǘƻƴ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ 59Cw! ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ΨaŀƪƛƴƎ {ǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ bŀǘǳǊŜΥ 

A review of EnglanŘΩǎ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ {ƛǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ 9ŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ bŜǘǿƻǊƪΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ that we need a step 

change in our approach to wildlife conservation from trying to hang on to what we have, to one of 

large-scale habitat restoration and recreation, underpinned by the re-establishment of ecological 

processes and ecosystem services, for the benefits of both people and wildlife. The report also 

identified that this vision will only be realised if we work at local scales in partnership with local people.  

 

The natural environment is fundamental to our well-being, health and economy, and provides us with 

a range of ecosystem services such as food, water, materials, flood defences and carbon sequestration 

ς and biodiversity underpins most, if not all, of them. The pressures on our land and water are likely 

to continue to increase and we need to learn how to manage these resources in ways which deliver 

multiple benefits, for example, achieving profitable and productive farming while also adopting 

practices which enhance carbon storage, improve flood water management and support wildlife. 

 

9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎly fragmented and isolated, leading to declines in 

the provision of some ecosystem services, and losses to species populations. Ecological networks or 

Nature Recovery Networks have become widely recognised as an effective way to conserve wildlife in 

environments that have become fragmented by human activities. 

 

Ecological networks generally have five components (see Figure 1) which reflect both existing and 

potential ecological importance and function.  

 

¶ Core areas  

These are areas of high nature conservation value which form the heart of the network. They contain 

habitats that are rare or important because of the wildlife they support or the ecosystem services they 

provide. They generally have the highest concentrations of species or support rare species. They 

include protected wildlife sites and other semi-natural areas of high ecological quality.  
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¶ Corridors and stepping stones  

These are spaces that improve the functional connectivity between core areas, enabling species to 

move between them to feed, disperse, migrate or reproduce. Connectivity need not just come from 

ƭƛƴŜŀǊΣ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ ƘŀōƛǘŀǘǎΤ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎƛǘŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ŀŎǘ ŀǎ ΨǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ǎǘƻƴŜǎΩ ŀcross which certain 

species can move between core areas.  

 

¶ Restoration areas  

These are areas where measures are planned to restore or create new high value areas (which will 

ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ΨŎƻǊŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΩύ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛons can be restored. 

They are often situated so as to complement, connect or enhance existing core areas.  

 

¶ Buffer zones  

¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘ ŎƻǊŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ΨǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ǎǘƻƴŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 

corridors, and protect them from adverse impacts from the wider environment.  

 

¶ Sustainable use areas  

These are areas within the wider landscape focussed on the sustainable use of natural resources and 

appropriate economic activities, together with the maintenance of ecosystem services. Set up 

ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ΨǎƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǊƛȄΩ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜǊƳŜŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ 

less hostile to wildlife, including self-sustaining populations of species that are dependent upon, or at 

least tolerant of, certain forms of agriculture. There is overlap in the functions of buffer zones and 

sustainable use areas, but the latter are less clearly demarcated than buffers, with a greater variety of 

land uses.  
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Figure 1. The components of ecological networks (Making Space for Nature report) 

 

The principles of creating coherent ecological networks have since been embedded within many 

ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ²ƘƛǘŜ tŀǇŜǊ Ψ¢ƘŜ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ /ƘƻƛŎŜΩ, which 

was published in 2011, reiterated a Government commitment to move from net biodiversity loss to 

net gain, by recognising the importance of supporting healthy, well-functioning ecosystems and 

establishing more coherent ecological networks. 

 

The National Planning and Policy Framework revised in 2018, includes specific guidance on conserving, 

restoring and enhancing ecological networks including: 

 

¶ Identify, map and safeguard components of local wildlife-rich habitats and wider ecological 

networks, including the hierarchy of international, national and locally designated sites of 

importance for biodiversity; wildlife corridors and stepping stones that connect them; and 

areas identified by national and local partnerships for habitat management, enhancement, 

restoration or creation; 

¶ promote the conservation, restoration and enhancement of priority habitats, ecological 

networks and the protection and recovery of priority species; and identify and pursue 

opportunities for securing measurable net gains for biodiversity.  

¶ minimising impacts on and providing net gains for biodiversity, including by establishing 

coherent ecological networks that are more resilient to current and future pressures;  
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¶ Plans should: distinguish between the hierarchy of international, national and locally 

designated sites; allocate land with the least environmental or amenity value, where 

consistent with other policies in this Framework; take a strategic approach to maintaining 

and enhancing networks of habitats and green infrastructure; and plan for the enhancement 

of natural capital at a catchment or landscape scale across local authority boundaries.  

 

Landscape Character Assessment for the Cheshire region 

On a national level the Parish of Kingsley lies within National Character Area (NCA) 61 ς Shropshire, 

Cheshire and Staffordshire Plain NCA and extending to the Cheshire Sandstone Ridge NCA 62 a 

discontinuous ridge rising sharply from the Cheshire Plain. More locally Cheshire West and Chester 

Council have produced a Landscape Strategy which incorporates 16 Landscape Character Types (LCTs). 

Different aspects such as geology, landform, soils, vegetation and land use have been used to identify 

recognisable patterns that have categorised into different LCTs. This Landscape Strategy is intended 

to be used as a basis for planning and the creation of future landscape strategies as well as raising 

public awareness of landscape character and creating a sense of place. 
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Map 1: Landscape Character Typology 
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The Landscape Character Assessment (Map 1) identifies four recognisable landscape character types 

(LCTs) within the Kingsley Neighbourhood Planning Area, namely: Sandstone Ridge, Undulating 

Enclosed Farmland, River Valley and a small area of Woodland, heaths, meres & mosses in the 

southern extent. Each LCT is subdivided into smaller Landscape Character Areas (LCAs); details of the 

relevant LCTs and LCAs are given below: 

 

WOODLANDS, HEATHS, MERES & MOSSES 

 

General Description 

 

This character type comprises extensive blocks of largely planted coniferous woodland with  

some broadleaved woodlands. Woodlands are interspersed with a mosaic of relict heath, and meres 

and mosses formed in glacial hollows. More recently water bodies have formed in quarry workings 

following the extraction of sand, gravel and sandstone. 

 

The complex of heath, meres and mosslands are of international importance for nature conservation 

and support species such as nightjar, common lizard, crossleaved heath and round leaved sundew. 

 

 

LCA 1a Delamere 

 

A small section of the Kingsley Neighbourhood Planning area, in the southern extent of the Parish falls 

within the Delamere landscape character area. This LCA occupies a hollow created during the last 

glaciation when meltwaters forced their way through the sandstone ridge and deposited  

extensive glacial sand and gravel deposits in the area that is now Delamere Forest. This extensive area 

encompasses the glacio-fluvial deposits and accompanying sandy soils which are bound to the north 

and south by undulating clay farmland, and to the west by the prominent sandstone ridge. 

 

Key Landscape Characteristics 

 

¶ A gently undulating large scale landscape of woodland, farmland and heathland overlying sand 

and gravel glacio-fluvial drift material, deposited during the last glaciation, lying between 65m 

and 85m AOD 

¶ An organic mosaic of meres, mosses, swamp, fen, woodland and heathland forming part of 

the ancient Forest of Mara and Mondrem, interspersed with conifer plantations, quarries and 

large, straight sided field 

¶ A dynamic landscape with many areas showing different stages of peatland/ mossland 

development and vegetation succession 

¶ Large open water bodies occupying kettle holes formed during the last glaciation, known as 

meres, are associated with fen, mire, acidic grassland and bog habitats and form part of the 

Meres and Mosses Ramsar site 

¶ PeatlaƴŘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǉǳŀƪƛƴƎ ōƻƎǎ ƻǊ ΨǎŎƘǿƛƴƎƳƻƻǊΩΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ {ǇƘŀƎƴǳƳ Ƴƻǎǎ Ƙŀǎ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ 

over the water surface e.g. at Abbots Moss 

¶ Large areas of plantation woodland on former heath and peatland, dominated by conifers, at 

Delamere Forest 
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¶ Sandy soils also support species rich acid grassland, oak-birch woodland and lowland heath ς

Little Budworth Common, one of best surviving examples of lowland heath in Cheshire 

¶ Active and inactive sand and gravel and sandstone extraction sites 

¶ Extensive glacio-fluvial drift deposits have created a resource of sand which is actively 

quarried to create large water bodies and lakes 

¶ Around and between the woodland and water is pattern of planned 19th century enclosure 

representing relatively late enclosure of this landscape from waste heath 

¶ Large areas managed for recreation including Delamere Forest, Little Budworth Country Park, 

parking and picnic sites, two golf courses and part of the Sandstone Trail long distance 

recreational path 

¶ Low settlement density. Settlement form is relatively late in origin and comprises farmsteads 

of 18th-19th century origin, linked by turnpike roads, and set within areas of relatively recent 

enclosure together with scattered linear development 

¶ Buildings are characteristically red brick or sandstone with clay or slate tiles. White washed 

buildings are also characteristic and prominent features within the landscape 

¶ A great contrast between the openness of the heaths, clearings and meres, and the enclosed 

nature of the woodland 

¶ The skyline is dominated by trees, most often the dark line of conifer plantations 

¶ There is a great diversity of visual experiences -of particular significance are the open views 

across the Meres 

 

Key factors for landscape change 

 

As part of the 2014 Mersey Forest Plan planting policies there will be planting of new woodland on 

former agricultural land around Delamere Forest. There is the potential for biodiversity and landscape 

enhancement through plantation, thinning and recreation of a mosaic of broadleaved woodland, open 

heathland and scrub landscape interspersed with restored peatlands including basin mires, mosses, 

wetlands and meres. Whilst increased conifer plantation could result in a lowering of the water table. 

 

The impact of invasive non-native species such as Crassula, Himalayan balsam and Rhododendron will 

potentially result in the deterioration of ancient woodland, meres, mossland and heathland habitats 

where these plants are present and left unmanaged. 

 

There is pressure for increased recreational use in the landscape, coupled with an increased demand 

for visitor accommodation, including holiday cottages, caravan parks and holiday cabin developments, 

along with the associated infrastructure and facilities. This could lead to an increase in developed 

areas and the loss of tranquillity, and the loss or fragmentation of habitats. 

 

Recreation activities could be directed towards appropriate man-made sites to alleviate continued 

pressure on existing designated and natural sites, but this would need balancing with conservation 

objectives to restore sites for wildlife, such as former quarries. 

 

Continued pressure for mineral extraction is a potential threat for wildlife habitat 

and the historic environment but could also provide opportunities for habitat creation once extraction 

has ceased and sites are restored and landscaped. 
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Pressure for the expansion of existing settlement, ribbon development and infill could lead to habitat 

loss and/or fragmentation as well as the erosion of built environment character. Additionally, the 

upgrading of lanes and minor roads could lead to an increasingly suburban character of the 

countryside. 

 

Cheshire West & Chester Council Local Plan policies with an influence on the landscape character 

 

¶ Green Belt (north of the A556); 

¶ Countryside (south of the A556); 

¶ Area of Special County Value (ASCV) across the north of the LCA; 

¶ Natural heritage sites of international, national, regional and/or local significance; 

¶ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ όƻƴ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ [ƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘύ 

and locally significant heritage assets; 

¶ Flood risk and water management (Sandyford Brook) 

 

 

LCT 2 ς Sandstone Ridge 

 

General Description 

 

Rising dramatically above the surrounding Plain, the Sandstone Ridge Character Type is one of the  

most visible landmarks in the Cheshire West and Chester landscape. A spine like ridge that runs 

roughly north-south from Helsby through Tarporley and on to Duckington for some 30km. It comprises 

a series of scarps and sandstone outcrops, punctuated by glacial meres and mosses with Helsby Hill 

and Beeston Crag two prominent features. Although this LCA shares characteristics with the 

Sandstone Fringe character type, the visual and topographic differences set it apart. The ridge has a 

strong natural and cultural heritage, comprising woodland, heathland and sandstone exposures 

alongside sandstone quarries, buildings, walls sunken lanes and Iron Age settlements and 

fortifications. 

 

 

LCA 2a Frodsham 

 

A prominent ridge that extends from Frodsham in the north to Delamere Forest in the south. The 

boundaries are defined primarily by geology and topography shaped by six thousand years of human 

activity. This Character Area forms the bulk of the Western extent of the parish. 

 

Key Landscape Characteristics 

 

¶ Outcrops of Triassic sandstone form a prominent ridge reaching over 150m with hills forming 

features at Beacon Hill, Harrol Edge and Birch Hill 

¶ Steep sandstone cliffs to the north and west of the ridge support dense woodland, including 

ancient oak woodland, for example at Alvanley Cliff Wood 



11 

 

Protecting aƴŘ 9ƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ YƛƴƎǎƭŜȅΩǎ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ  January 2019 

 

¶ Dry gorges, created by glacial meltwater, are features of the northern and western edges of 

the ridge 

¶ Brown sandy soils support permanent grassland, dwarf shrub heath, bracken and gorse scrub 

and woodland on steeper slopes, for example at Frodsham and Overton Woods 

¶ Groups of Scots pines form distinctive skyline elements  

¶ Quarries are features, particularly along the west-facing cliff  

¶ Less steep slopes support arable farmland 

¶ Regular geometric fields, resulting from late eighteenth and early nineteenth century 

enclosure by private agreement and Parliamentary Act, dominate the ridge 

¶ New Pale is a 17th century deer park with a distinctive boundary which is a feature in the 

landscape 

¶ Low density of dispersed farms and hamlets ςmany farm buildings are constructed from 

sandstone (quarried from the ridge) with welsh slate roofs 

¶ Sunken lanes provide access over the ridge, responding to landform ςthere are no main roads 

¶ Late Bronze Age/Iron Age promontory hillfort at Woodhouse Hill on the western edge of the 

ridge, and a former Roman camp at Birch Hill, occupy prominent positions on the ridge (both 

Scheduled Monuments) 

¶ The War Memorial on Frodsham Hill is a landscape feature, from where there are panoramic 

views over the Mersey Estuary 

¶ Long distance footpaths run along the length of the ridge from where there are some 

spectacular panoramic views from the ridge as far as Wales to the west and the Peak District 

to the east 

¶ Locally designated as an Area of Special County Value (ASCV) recognising its landscape and 

scenic quality and its historic, archaeological and ecological importance 

 

Key factors for landscape change 

 

Future influencing factors that could affect this landscape include growth of developed and built areas 

due to pressure for residential development and recreational provision including holiday  

homes/cabins and caravan parks. There is also pressure for farm extension as well as diversification 

of farmland and buildings for residential and commercial use, with erection of modern portal sheds to 

replace the lost space; 

 

This could result in the erosion of built environment character and increased suburbanisation through 

incremental development and the associated infrastructure.  

 

Due to the elevated topography and wind speeds there is also pressure for further communication 

masts, wind turbines and other tall structures in the landscape. 

 

This is an area of search for sand and gravel extraction; 

 

Policies within the 2014 Mersey Forest Plan include establishing a woodland framework around  

Frodsham and Helsby linking the Sandstone Ridge (whilst avoiding the escarpment) with the  

Weaver Valley.  

 



12 

 

Protecting aƴŘ 9ƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ YƛƴƎǎƭŜȅΩǎ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ  January 2019 

 

Increased recreational use, development, suburban creep and potential future sand and gravel 

extraction could lead to the fragmentation of habitats and the loss of tranquillity of the area. 

 

Cheshire West & Chester Council Local Plan policies with an influence on the landscape character 

 

¶ Green Belt; 

¶ Area of Special County Value (ASCV); 

¶ Natural heritage sites of international, national, regional and/or local significance; 

¶ Nationally ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ όƻƴ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ [ƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘύ 

and locally significant heritage assets. 

 

LCT 5 ς Undulating Enclosed Farmland 

 

General Description 

 

The character type is found across a large part of the Cheshire West and Chester borough; to the  

east between Northwich and the Sandstone Ridge and in the south of the borough. Away from main 

roads, railways and settlement the landscape is generally quiet and rural and is defined by undulating 

pastureland, fragmented by nucleated, rural villages and scattered farmsteads.  

 

Views within this type very much depend upon location and the nature of the immediate topography.  

There is a range of monuments from Bronze Age barrows to post medieval canal locks. 

 

LCA 5b: Frodsham to Northwich 

 

The Frodsham to Northwich character area surrounding the village of Kingsley forms the largest 

proportion of the Neighbourhood planning area.  This LCA represents an area of large scale, gently 

undulating farmland located to the south of the Weaver Valley between Frodsham and Northwich. To 

the south west is the more steeply undulating Norley character area. The boundary between these 

two character areas is defined by a marked change in topography as the ground begins to rise towards 

the Sandstone Ridge.  

 

Key Landscape Characteristics 

 

¶ A bedrock geology of Bollin Mudstones (part of the Mercia Mudstone Group) covered by a 

mantle of glacial drift deposits that gives rise to a gently undulating topography between 25m 

and 50m AOD (rising to 90m where it joins the Frodsham Sandstone Ridge 

¶ Steep, wooded cloughs and valleys incise the hills, containing small brooks that drain towards 

the River Weaver, for example along Cliff Brook, and are of local wildlife importance 

¶ Grassland meadows that are of local wildlife importance 

¶ Boulder clay deposits mask the underlying mudstones giving rise to a predominance of poorly 

draining clay soils that support dairying and some arable crops 

¶ Small scale fields resulting from late eighteenth and early nineteenth century enclosure by 

private agreement and Parliamentary Act are bounded by hedgerows with hedgerow trees 

and drainage ditches. Small scale Medieval town fields surround Kingsley 
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¶ Small farm woodlands and coverts are important features of a landscape with generally 

relatively low woodland cover 

¶ Historic orchards throughout the area (previously designated as Areas of Significant Local 

Environmental Value (ASLEV)) 

¶ Field ponds are a feature of the lower lying areas, indicating the extraction of marl (calcareous 

deposits) from the boulder clay for past agricultural improvement 

¶ Designed landscapes at Pike Nook Farm, Hefferston Grange, Weaver Holt, and Hollies Farm 

are associated with large country houses or farmsteads 

¶ Passive recreation in the form of public footpaths, including parts of the Delamere Way, 

Eddisbury Way and North Cheshire Way 

¶ Community woodland sites at Thorn Wood and Hazel Pear Wood are managed by the 

Woodland Trust and provide open access 

¶ A network of small sunken lanes that link scattered farms, hamlets and halls. Kingsley, Acton 

Bridge and Weaverham form nucleated settlements on the edge of the area 

¶ Building materials are typically red brick with large red brick dairy barns a particular feature. 

Peel Hall is a medieval moated farmstead and a Scheduled Monument 

¶ Promontory hillfort at Bradley, a Scheduled Monument 

¶ Mainline railway lines, the disused ICI mineral railway, electricity pylons, the A49 and A556 

pass through the area, contributing to the sense of movement and noise locally 

¶ The Frodsham Sandstone Ridge and the Norley Undulating Enclosed Farmland form a 

backdrop to views, and Weaverham Church tower is a landmark on the skyline, but generally 

here is no strong skyline to this relatively low lying landscape 

¶ There are panoramic views fromtheB5152 across the Weaver Valley 

 

Key factors for landscape change 

 

This LCA is located within an area of search for sand and gravel extraction, so there is the potential for 

new quarry works which could cause habitat fragmentation and loss but could also be an opportunity 

to restore areas for wildlife or recreation following works. 

 

Agricultural diversification and a shift from agriculture to equine land use, including the introduction 

of riding schools, stables and paddocks as well as pressure for conversion of farm buildings to 

residential, business and industrial use. 

 

There is also pressure for settlement expansion, and small scale residential development, principally 

around the main settlements abutting the character area but also in the wider countryside. 

 

The location within The Mersey Forest indicates that there is likely to be additional tree planting in  

the area, principally restoring and creating Cheshire orchards, copses and small woodlands within the 

existing field pattern which would be a positive change. 

 

Cheshire West & Chester Council Local Plan policies with an influence on the landscape character 

 

¶ Green Belt; 

¶ Natural heritage sites of international, national, regional and/or local significance; 
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¶ Nationally designated heritage assets (on Historic EnglanŘΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ [ƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘύ 

and locally significant heritage assets; 

¶ Flood risk and water management. 

 

LCT 15 ς River Valleys 

 

General Description 

 

Cheshire West and Chester borough is partly bounded by the Mersey estuary to the north and the  

River Dee to the west, both of which largely drain areas outside the district. The River Weaver flows 

northwards into the Mersey and is an important main river originating within Cheshire East, with its 

tributary the River Dane which arises in the Derbyshire Peak District to the east. The Dane and the  

Gowy also flow northwards and are also important for draining large parts of the district. 

 

LCA 15c: Lower Weaver Valley 

Flowing from Northwich to the Mersey Estuary, the Lower Weaver Valley has fairly low, but steep 

valley sides. The boundaries of the valley are defined predominantly by landform with the top of the 

slopes meeting the adjacent landscapes types of the Undulating Enclosed Farmland and Cheshire 

Plain East. 

 

Key Landscape Characteristics 
 

¶ Distinct valley with a flat open floodplain and steep, wooded, valley sides containing the 
course of the River Weaver and Weaver Navigation ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǊǘƛŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭǎ όȫŎǳǘǎΩύΣ 
remnant meanders, locks at Dutton and sluices/weirs 

¶ The steep valley sides and series of steep sided tributary valleys support distinctive clough 
woodland, much of which is ancient-some have extensive displays of bluebells 

¶ ¢ƘŜ [/! ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ .ŜŜŎƘƳƛƭƭ ²ƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ tŀǎǘǳǊŜ {{{L ŀƴŘ ²ŀǊōǳǊǘƻƴΩǎ ²ƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ²Ŝƭƭ ²ƻƻŘ 
SSSI Valley sides also support small/medium scale arable and pastoral fields, bounded by low 
gappy hedgerows 

¶ Alluvium on the valley floor gives rise to waterlogged soils which generally support 
permanent pasture including seasonally wet species rich grassland 

¶ Recreational opportunities are provided by public footpaths alongside the river/navigation, 
including Delamere Way and the Cheshire Ring Canal Walk long distance recreational 
footpaths 

¶ The locks ŀƴŘ Ψōƻŀǘ ƎǊŀǾŜȅŀǊŘΩ ŀǘ 5ǳǘǘƻƴ, and the Anderton Boat Lift are visitor attractions 

¶ Views are typically restricted to within the valley, for example there are views across the 
valley from either side, and from floodplains to the valley sides. The top of the valley side 
forms a skyline  

¶ Generally, a quiet and tranquil landscape with a low settlement density. However, industrial 
elements have a defining visual influence on parts of the valley  

¶ The Trent and Mersey Canal (a Conservation Area) follows the northern bank of the valley - 
contributing associated structures and artefacts of industrial archaeology, many of which are 
listed 

¶ Steel road bridges, such as at Frodsham (A56), Acton (A49), and Northwich Swing Bridge 
(A533) and two huge sandstone arched railway viaducts (Frodsham and Dutton viaducts) 
contribute to the industrial character of the valley 
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¶ Settlement is generally absent from floodplain, except at locks and alongside the A49. 
Scattered farms are typical of the less steep valley sides  

¶ Industry has had a great influence on the valley with old tipping lagoons, dredging lagoons 
and deposit grounds now forming rich wildlife habitats including open water, reed beds and 
unimproved grassland 

¶ Large scale industrial works have a defining visual influence on the valley at Winnington 
(Northwich) and Rocksavage (Runcorn) 

 

Key factors for landscape change 

 

A decline of important ancient and semi-natural woodland habitats through reduction,  

fragmentation and deterioration of clough and wet woodlands;  

 

A change in climate could affect established vegetation balance and water environment. 

 

Extension of the wooded nature of the valley by more planting on valley shoulders, sides and,  

where appropriate, the valley floor buffering and connecting ancient semi-natural woodland 

(planting policies within the 2014 Mersey Forest Plan);   

 

Further river bank erosion. 

 

Cheshire West & Chester Council Local Plan policies with an influence on the landscape character 

 

¶ Green Belt and Countryside; 

¶ Extensive parts of the LCA are Area of Special County Value (ASCV) between the A56 in the 

west and Weaverham in the east; 

¶ Flood risk and water management; 

¶ River Weaver corridor; 

¶ Natural heritage sites of international, national, regional and/or local significance; 

¶ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ όƻƴ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ [ƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ 

England) and locally significant heritage assets. 
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Natural Area 

Natural Areas as defined by English Nature (now Natural England) in 1996 are a series of 

biogeographical units reflecting ecological integrity land form, land-use and cultural influences. Their 

boundaries usually correspond to those of the Landscape Character Areas although they normally 

encompass multiple LCAs as they are generally larger. 

Most of Cheshire, the northern half of Shropshire and part of northwest Staffordshire sit within the 

Meres and Mosses Natural Area. This is an expansive area of gently rolling agricultural plain which at 

the end of the last ice age was largely underwater. Although the vast area of water eventually drained 

away it left behind a wetland landscape of meres, mosses, meandering rivers and ponds. This 

landscape is recognised as being of international importance for its wetland wildlife. 

Habitat Network Mapping Project 

Natural England has developed a Nature Networks Handbook which is an Integrated Framework for 
creating Ecological Networks for Wildlife & People. It aims to provide practical recommendations 
that support the delivery of Biodiversity 2020 Strategy, the Natural England Conservation Strategy 
(C21) & the Government 25 year environment plan. The National Habitat Network Mapping Project 

is a spatial tool developed as part of the Handbook. It provides a national overview of the 
distribution of habitat networks for 19 separate priority habitats. (listed below)
 

¶ Upland calcareous grassland 

¶ Lowland calcareous grassland 

¶ Reed-beds 

¶ Lowland meadows 

¶ Upland hay meadows 

¶ Purple moor-grass and rush pastures 

¶ Lowland dry acid grassland 

¶ Lowland heathland 

¶ Upland heathland 

¶ Upland flushes fens & swamps 

¶ Lowland fens 

¶ Lowland raised bog 

¶ Blanket bog 

¶ Limestone pavements 

¶ Coastal sand-dunes 

¶ Coastal shingle 

¶ Maritime cliff & slope 

¶ Saltmarsh 

¶ Semi-natural Ancient Woodland

 
The Key components of the National Habitat Network map are:- 

 
Primary Habitat - existing patches of priority habitat for each habitat network e.g. lowland 
Heathland; 
Associated Habitats ς other habitat types that form a mosaic or an ecologically coherent grouping; 
Habitat Created-Restored -habitat where restoration or creation of new habitat is underway 
Restorable Habitat ς habitats that are currently degraded but have the potential to be restored; 
Network Enhancement Zones ς These are areas that should be prioritised for actions to buffer 
priority habitat/habitat networks; 
Fragmentation Action Zone - smaller fragmented areas of habitat that have the potential to be 
enlarged or joined with other habitat patches; 
Potential Network Joins - potential locations for action to create network links 
 
The maps are intended for use at both a national level and to feed into the development of 
ecological networks at a local level. They should be used in conjunction with other data sets and 
local knowledge to help improve the ecological resilience of habitats and habitat networks. 

 



17 

 

  

Map 2: National Habitat Network Combined Habitat Mapping (excludes woodland habitats) ς Natural England 2018  
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National Habitat Network Mapping has highlighted an area of floodplain as Restorable Habitat just 

ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ YƛƴƎǎƭŜȅΩǎ Parish boundary along the River Weaver Corridor. This is abutted by a small patch 

ƻŦ [ƻǿƭŀƴŘ ŦŜƴ ƴŜŀǊ IǳƴǘŜǊΩǎ ²ƻƻŘ [ƻŎŀƭ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ {ƛǘŜ, which has been identified as Primary Habitat. 

These two habitats are buffered by a Network Enhancement Zone, where opportunities to enhance 

the habitat network should be prioritised. This could be through restoring degraded habitat or through 

expanding existing habitat. 

 

The map also identified a large mosaic of habitat networks within Delamere Forest to the South of 

Kingsley Parish as well as two small areas of Priority Habitat (Lowland Fen and Lowland Meadow) on 

the River Weaver Floodplain just east of the Parish Boundary. 

Ecological Network for Cheshire West & Chester ɀ draft 2016 

As part of the Cheshire West and Chester updated Local Plan (Part 2), which contains detailed 

policies to protect and enhance the natural environment, a map of the ecological network within the 

borough has been created. The ecological network is not intended to restrict development or growth 

but to ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ŀƴŘ ƎǳƛŘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀ ΨƴŜǘ ƎŀƛƴΩ ƛƴ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ  

 

In line with the existing Local Plan (Part One) new development will be expected to protect, 

conserve, restore and enhance the components of the ecological network for the borough. The 

existing designated sites (statutory and non-statutory) and priority habitats are essential 

components of the network and need to be protected and conserved.  

 

 

Figure 2. Ecological Network for Cheshire West & Chester map 
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Outside the planning system the ecological network is intended to inform land management and 

investment decisions and priorities such as agri-environment schemes, river catchment partnership 

plans and NGO (non-government organisation) landscape scale initiativesέ. 

The Cheshire West & Chester Ecological Networks identify broad networks for the whole borough, 

whereas the wildlife corridors identified in this report (see map 10) are more specific to ecological 

networks that are important for conserving and enhancing biodiversity at a local scale.  

Methodology 

Creating a habitat distinctiveness map 

In line with current Defra methodologies to dŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ΨƴŜǘ ƎŀƛƴΩ in biodiversity, habitat data from the 

sources listed below was attributed to one of three categories listed in the table: 

Habitat type band Distinctiveness Broad habitat type covered Colour on map 

High ecological value High Priority habitat as defined in 

section 41 of the NERC Act, 

Designated nature conservation 

sites (statutory and non-statutory)  

Red 

Medium ecological value Medium Semi-natural habitats and habitats 

with potential to be restored to 

Priority quality. Includes field 

ponds.  

Orange 

Low ecological value Low E.g. Intensive agricultural but may 

still form an important part of the 

ecological network in an area. 

n/a 

Habitat type bands (Defra March 2012) 

 

1. Several published data sets were used to produce the habitat distinctiveness maps: 

¶ Priority habitat Natural England 2016 ς High/medium confidence coded as high 

distinctiveness, and low confidence coded as medium distinctiveness unless other data is 

available.  

¶ Landcover data, Centre for Ecology and Hydrology 2007. Priority habitats (principal 

importance) and semi-natural habitats coded as medium distinctiveness (data in Appendix 1) 

¶ Agricultural land classification, Natural England - grade 4 medium distinctiveness, grade 5 high 

distinctiveness (adjusted where other data is available).  

¶ Protected sites (International Sites, European Sites, Sites of Special Scientific Interest, Local 

Wildlife Sites and Local Nature Reserves), Natural England, CWT/CW&C Local Authority ς 

coded as high distinctiveness. 

¶ Ancient woodlands ς Natural England 2015 ς coded as high distinctiveness. 

¶ Meres and Mosses and other peat soils, Meres and Mosses Landscape Partnership scheme, 

2016. Functional Ecological Units, river valley peat and destroyed (historical) peat coded as 

medium distinctiveness. (Supporting information in Appendix 2.) 
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2. Aerial photography (Microsoft Bing TM Imagery, Google Earth) was used to validate the results by 

eye.  

 

3. The Kingsley Neighbourhood Plan Area LŀƴŘ /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

Habitat Network categories were mapped and the results were used to inform the conclusions. 

 

4. Information from recent planning applications in Kingsley Parish were researched and species 

records have been incorporated where appropriate. Ecological records were also obtained (where 

available) from, the NBN (National Biodiversity Network) Atlas ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎ !ƴŎƛŜƴǘ 

Tree Hunt website. 
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Mapping  

Map 3: Terrestrial habitats of Principal Importance ς Natural England 2016 
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Map 4: Land Cover Map 2007 (LCM2007) parcel-based classification of satellite image data showing land cover for the entire United Kingdom derived from a computer classification of satellite scenes 

obtained mainly from the Landsat sensor 

  



23 

 

 

Map 5: Agricultural Land Grading ς Natural England 2013 
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Map 6: Nature Conservation Sites, including designated Sites of Special Scientific Interest, Local Nature Reserves, European designated sites (SAC, SPA), Ramsar sites, 

Local Wildlife Sites and non-designated Potential Local Wildlife Sites  
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Map 7: Ancient woodland and traditional orchards ς Natural England 2018 
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Map 8: Meres and Mosses and other peat soils, Meres and Mosses Landscape Partnership Scheme 2016 
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Map 9: Habitat Distinctiveness 

  


