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• A Neighbourhood Plan is a community-led framework 
for guiding the future development and growth of an 
area.

• They are optional and not compulsory.

• Neighbourhood plans relate to the use and development 
of land and associated social, economic and 
environmental issues. It may deal with a wide range of 
issues (like housing, employment, heritage and 
transport) or it may focus on one or two issues that are 
of particular importance in  a local area. 

• A Neighbourhood Plan will be subject to examination 
and referendum and then form part of  the Local 
Development Plan.

• This statutory status gives Neighbourhood Plans far 
more weight than some other local planning documents, 
such as parish plans, community plans and village design 
statements. 

What is a Neighbourhood Plan ?
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A neighbourhood plan should support the strategic 

development needs set out in the Local Plan and plan 

positively to support local development 

A neighbourhood plan can be used to :-

• address the development and use of land. 

• Applications for planning permission must be 

determined in accordance with the development 

plan

• inspire local people and businesses to consider 

other ways to improve their neighbourhood than 

through the development and use of land. 

• identify specific action or policies to deliver these 

improvements. 

• Wider community aspirations than those relating to 

development and use of land can be included in a 

neighbourhood plan

What should a Neighbourhood Plan address?
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Why is a Neighbourhood Plan important ?

• Policies in a neighbourhood plan carry significant legal 
weight when decisions on planning applications are 
made.

• Planning decisions are ‘plan led’ as planning law 
requires that applications for planning permission must 
be determined ‘in accordance with the development 
plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise’.

• The Neighbourhood Pan is part of the ‘development 
plan’ (which also includes the CWAC’s Local Plan) and 
so the policies it contains will be central to the 
planning decisions for our village.

• This kind of influence on planning decisions has not 
been available to communities before. 

The bottom line is that neighbourhood 
planning policies really matter so it is 

important to get them right !
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• Neighbourhood plans can be a powerful tool in 
shaping the development of a neighbourhood. 

• Decisions on planning applications will be made using 
both the Local Plan and the neighbourhood plan, and 
any other material considerations.

• It can help local communities influence the planning of 
the area in which they live and work.

• It can help to develop a shared vision for the 
neighbourhood.

• It can help to identify and protect important local 
greenspaces.

• It can influence what new buildings look like.

• It can, if it decides, allow greater growth levels, 
providing it meets the basic conditions.

• It can specify policies and guidance on how new 
development should be designed, orientated and 
located.

What CAN a Neighbourhood Plan do ? 
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What can a Neighbourhood Plan NOT do ?

A Neighbourhood Plan CANNOT:

•…be used to prevent development 
that is included within the local plan 
(such as new housing allocations)

•…conflict with strategic policies in 
the Local Development Framework 
prepared by the local planning 
authority

•…promote less development than 
that identified in the local plan for 
the local area (such as new housing 
allocations)
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Neighbourhood Plan progress in Cheshire 
West and Chester
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Published in ..

2021/22 ??

Done / Underway

Still to do….

Progress made so far….

Neighbourhood Plan Process
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Formation of 
steering group Jan 

2018

Housing needs 
survey 

commissioned Feb 
18

Kingsley 
Neighbourhood 

Area designation 
approved by 

CWAC March 18

Met with CWAC 
Planning Officer  

May 2018

Housing needs 
survey draft 

report Aug 18

1st public 
consultation -
July-Oct 2018

Locality Funding 
received Aug 18

Character 
appraisal of 

Kingsley began 
Aug 18

Cheshire Wildlife 
report 

commissioned 
Sept 18

Initial analysis of 
1st stage public 

consultation 
complete Dec 18

Draft vision & 
objectives agreed 

Jan 19

2nd public 
consultation open 

days April 19

What have we done so far?
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Housing Needs Survey – Population & Age

➢The total population of 
Kingsley has decreased from 
1890 in 2001 to an estimated 
1866 in 2015. A decrease of 
1.3%.

➢The 2015 mid-year 
population estimates indicate 
that Kingsley’s population has 
stopped decreasing (as was 
from 2001-2011) and is now 
likely to be increasing.

➢Kingsley has a significantly 
lower proportion of 20-39 
years olds compared to the 
Borough and national figures

➢The proportion of over 65’s 
has increased from 15.7% in 
2001 to 27.4% in 2015

➢20-64 year olds decreased 
from 60.6% in 2001 to 52.1% 
in 2015.
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Housing Needs Survey – Accommodation Type

➢Kingsley has a significantly higher 
proportion (63.3%) of detached 
properties than the Borough (29.6%) and 
national (22.6%) figures

➢Kingsley has a significantly lower (0.6%) 
proportion of flats /apartments 
compared to the Borough (12.2%), and 
national figures (21.6%). This increased 
on trend with Borough and national 
figures for 2001-2011

Potential impact on local housing need:
The existing housing stock appears to be 
significantly weighted towards detached 
properties with few flats and apartments 
compared to national and Borough-wide 
figures. 

This also suggests that Kingsley may not be 
a good place to start on the housing ladder 
with a higher proportion of detached 
properties that tend to be more expensive.
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Housing Needs Survey – Tenure

Observations:
➢ A higher proportion (52.5%) of residents in Kingsley own 

their properties outright, compared to the Borough (34.7%) 
and nationally (30.8%)

➢The proportion of private rented properties and social rented 
‘other’ has increased in Kingsley, CWAC and nationally

➢Private rented (other) housing and people living rent free, and 
social rent from the Council have proportionally decreased 
more sharply than the Borough and national averages
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Housing Needs Survey – Commuting Patterns

➢Chart 20 above shows that there were increases in the numbers of 
people travelling: 10-20km and 20-30km; but all other distances 
travelled to work decreased in numbers. It also shows that the most 
significant increase was in the number of people working from home, 
which increased by 33 people (or 24%) from 2001-2011.

➢If the increasing work from home trend continues, by 2021 Kingsley 
could see up to 24% of its working population working from home. 
However, the increasing proportion of retirees could act as a counter-
balance to this trend.
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Housing Need Survey – Dwellings, Population & 
Household Growth 2001-2011

In Kingsley, from 2001-2011 there was an additional 30 dwellings and household 
completed and the population decreased by 52.

2001: average household size = (1890 / 726) = 2.60

2011: average household size = (1838 / 753) = 2.44

The above calculation also shows that the  average household size decreased.
2.7 net additional households formed on average per annum from 2001 and 2011.
Kingsley’s average household size is decreasing on trend with the Borough.

Source: CWAC Housing Land Monitor, Census 2001 + 2011
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What research / evidence have 
we already gathered ?

Protecting and enhancing Kingsley’s Natural 
Environment – produced by Cheshire Wildlife Trust 
(2019)

This report identifies the core, high ecological value sites 
for nature conservation in the Kingsley neighbourhood 
planning area, as well as sites deemed to be of medium 
ecological value. 

The report identifies key local and regional ecological 
networks within the neighbourhood planning area and 
provides advice on how to protect through the 
neighbourhood plan.

It also identifies key features associated with the 
landscape character of the Kingsley area so that these 
can be referred to in our various plan policies.
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Protecting and enhancing Kingsley’s 
Natural Environment
Cheshire Wildlife Trust (2019)
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Protecting and enhancing Kingsley’s 
Natural Environment
Cheshire Wildlife Trust (2019)
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Protecting and enhancing Kingsley’s 
Natural Environment
Cheshire Wildlife Trust (2019)
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Protecting and enhancing Kingsley’s 
Natural Environment
Cheshire Wildlife Trust (2019)
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Protecting and enhancing Kingsley’s 
Natural Environment
Cheshire Wildlife Trust (2019)
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Protecting and enhancing Kingsley’s 
Natural Environment
Cheshire Wildlife Trust (2019)
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• The villages of Kingsley  appears to have originally developed in a 

ribbon pattern along the spines of the  main east west/ north 

south  roads and water courses .

• The current recognizable village centre is focused on the area of 

Hollow Lane between the Cross and Smithy Lane providing the 

main retail and community facilities . There are also a series of 

other significant  public buildings /facilities dispersed around the 

village that together form the focus of the majority of the Village 

community activates and gatherings.

• Within the Kingsley Village boundary Other significant and 

distinctive residential or farming groupings /communities exist 

outside the main village cluster.

• The village approaches are generally defined by High hedges and 

the  narrowing of views forming gateways to the village 

• There is no overriding Kingsley Architectural style or form with 

properties and quarters generally related to their  period of 

development

• Circa 20th Century clusters of estates and individual properties 

have infilled the spaces between the ribbon developments that 

now make up  the current village cluster form.

Kingsley General Character - Assessment
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