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Kingsley Community Centre: Regular Weekly Classes

Tai Chi Monday 10.30am to 11.30am liverpooltaichi@gmail.com

Gentle Yoga Monday 6.15pm to 7.30pm janet@cheshireyogafitness.co.uk

Pilates Tuesday 12pm to 1pm dickienad@yahoo.co.uk

Karate Tuesday 6pm to 7pm dan@kenshinryu.co.uk

Yoga Tuesday 7.30pm to 8.30pm  bjerkan@hotmail.co.uk

Gentle Keep Fit Wednesday 11am to 12noon janet@cheshireyogafitness.co.uk

Yoga Wednesday 7.30pm to 8.30pm will@yogaandhealingcheshire.co.uk

HiiT Thursday 6.30pm to 7.30pm info@alutotraining.com

Kingsley Community Association - Committee Members

Chairman Elizabeth Batey - Tel: 788788

Vice Chairman/Kingsley News Editor Steve Easton - kingsleynewseditor@gmail.com

Treasurer Heather Jones - Tel: 788104

Bookings/Secretary Heather Hayes - Tel: 07955 648670

Council Members elected Vic Wodhams, Carol Rowlands, Anne Kavanagh (In addition, one
representative from each affiliated group supports the committee) 

Printing: Simon Batey; Printing Support: Jane Wodhams; Distribution Co-ordinator: Carol Rowlands

Community Centre
Standard Hire Charges

Whole
Centre The Hall  Club

Room
Green
Room

Friday or Saturday Evening 6pm to 11pm £90 £50 £45 £45

Sunday to Thursday Evening 6pm to 11pm £60 £40 £30 £30

Sunday to Friday 8am to 12 pm or 1pm to 5pm £45 £30 £20 £20

Saturday 8am to 12pm or 1pm to 5pm £50 £35 £25 £25

8:00am to 11pm (All Day) £150 £90 £75 £75

Rooms can be hired for an hourly rate of £15 per hour.
There is a standard charge of £35 per session for the provision of the bar.

mailto:janet@cheshireyogafitness.co.uk
mailto:bjerkan@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:janet@cheshireyogafitness.co.uk


... and very warm wishes to all our Kingsley News Readers.

In this latest edition of the Kingsley News, we have an important advert from ourselves. After a
number of years editing the Kingsley News, I feel that it is now time to step aside from this
role. So if you are a budding editor, have ambition to work in media or just want to give back to
this great village then please do get in touch. Contact details can be found on the next page.

Rest assured I will be still involved with the Kingsley Community Association, in particular
supporting the running of events at the Community Centre.

But enough about this, having read the article on writing a Family History, I’m off to do some
more research on my own family tree.

Enjoy reading this edition

Best Wishes
Steve

Photos/Articles/Adverts for the newsletter to be sent to the Editor at
kingsleynewseditor@gmail.com 

 Copy deadline the 21st of the month. 

Advertising Costs

 to the October 25 edition of Kingsley News, 
EDITORFROM THE 

I hope you continue to enjoy reading this edition and please do give
feedback too. Please, don't forget that Kingsley News is also available in
digital format on the Kingsley village website, www.kingsleyvillage.co.uk. 

Advert size (A5) Colour Black & White

Full page £40 £24

1/2 page £20 £12

1/4 page n/a £6





IS LOOKING FOR THE NEXT

KINGSLEY NEWS

EDITOR

KINGSLEYCOMMUNITYASSOCIATION

to prepare and edit the Kingsley News

BE PART OF OUR TEAM
For further information contact Elizabeth Batey, Chair, email:

embatey@msn.com tel: 01928 788788,
or Steve Easton, email: kingsleynewseditor@gmail.com 

mailto:embatey@msn.com


Writing a family history  
The genesis of my family history was not through my initiative, but was through the efforts of
my mother, particularly in her retirement during the 1980’s and 1990’s. Her efforts were based
on family memories, principally her own and those of my Auntie Joyce. Research in those days
was made by visits to libraries and archives. This was much harder work than today – my
research has involved internet searches, mainly through the ancestry website “Find my Past”.

Perversely, research is much easier about the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, with
census data available from 1841 to 1921, the last being published 100 years after its
collection. The census provides useful information about addresses and occupations, as they
progress, every ten years. A national register, taken in 1939, on the outbreak of the Second
World War, is the only more recent “census” source, and this is limited to information about
people now already dead. There will be no new data forthcoming in 2031, as the 1931 census
data was lost to wartime damage. More recent information is available through birth, marriage
and death records, but this proves frustratingly difficult to track, not least for the
geographically mobile.

My interest was sparked by the notes that my mother and Joyce left, mainly about their
parents’ families, more often than not just notes literally on the backs of envelopes. Most of
these notes turned out to be correct, some were unverifiable, and some turned out to be
inaccurate. Nevertheless, it proved a great stimulation for me to research our family history.
Tracing the history of my father’s family was more difficult. There was very little in the way of
family memories, as he had no siblings and had moved away from his family in County
Durham. The research was very much based on census and other records through “Find my
Past”.

For both families, this work was supplemented by the family photographs left to us. For my
father’s family these came in a tin, which I opened in 2023, some 25 years after the house
clearance of my parents’ cottage in 1998. Since the photographs owed more to my
grandmother’s efforts than my grandfather’s, I doubt that photographs had been much looked
at since my grandmother died in 1948. 

This tin of photographs taught me that my grandmother’s family was of much greater
prominence in my father’s youth than my grandfather’s family. All this was a discovery because
my father never talked about his family, and my brother and I never thought to ask. 
For my mother’s families, the photographs were those that she and Joyce had kept, and since
their father had died in the Spanish flu pandemic in 1918, (just before my mother was born),
there was much more record of grandmother’s family than those of my grandfather’s family.

My research told me that I had thirteen great aunts and uncles with a blood link, none of whom
I ever met, other than through these photographs.



Both my parents’ families have their history firmly linked to industry. 

On my mother’s side, the cotton industry in Chorley is the dominant feature, at least until my
mother’s grandparents, born in the 1840s and 1850s. Both men and women would start work
in the mills from 14 or younger. All my mother’s great aunts and uncles worked in the mills. My
mother’s grandfather’s success in progressing from bookkeeper to mill manager, opened the
door for his children to pursue academic and professional careers.

For my father’s families, the coal industry entirely dominates. His mother’s family came from
north of the Tyne Valley in Northumberland, moving southwards as new coal pits opened in
central County Durham. His father’s family similarly moved south from North County Durham. 
For both my father’s families there was no family escape from the coal industry. His father, two
uncles, grandfather and great grandfather all worked in the coke ovens attached to coal mines.

The one uncle, Thomas, who “escaped” the coal industry, did so by becoming a professional
footballer, playing for Bristol City, Stenhousemuir (in the Scottish league), Durham City and
Norwich City. In the census of June 1921, he gave his employer as Norwich City, but described
himself as unemployed, no doubt because the football season had finished. Professional
football in those days was not the route to a fortune, and for Thomas, he ended his football
career in his late twenties to return to working in the coalmines.

My father was the only male in the family to escape the coal industry. He did so by academic
achievement, winning a scholarship to Durham University, at a time when there were only 430
students in the university, compared to the 10000+ who now study there. My grandfather died
when I was nine, and my grandmother died before I was born, so I can’t say whether there
was particular family impetus supporting his academic progression.

Here lies another disappointment and failure – why didn’t I ask my father about his route
through life? When we are young, we focus on our own development and progress and take our
parents for granted. It is only in later life that the questions about family that we should have
asked our parents then occur to us, and it may then be too late.

There are over two hundred family members named in my family history some with no more
than their birthdate, but others with enough snippets of information to give a sense of social
position and movement across the family’s generations. My family history is a poor substitute
for gaining the answers to the questions that should have been asked when parents were alive.
It can give facts but is not so good at painting characters.

My family history is written for future family generations and does something to answer the
questions that I should have asked and, hopefully, the questions that the next family
generations may ask.







The Kingsley walkers have been heading out sharing lifts and stories, Our most recent walks
reminding us of the contrasting scenery in the eastern and southern reaches of our own county. Late
August saw us near Wincle through fields and glades and on the banks of the River Dane. Then we
headed upwards, through woodlands towards Bearstone Rock. 

Lunches were unpacked there in a fresh breeze (Small trees in leaf begin to sway; crested wavelets
form on inland waters - Beaufort Force 5). There was an urgent need to keep the upper and lower
slices of sandwiches together and restrain crisp packets from becoming airborne litter. This was
compensated by fine views across moorland and reservoirs. 

Moving on we paused on Hanging Rock for more fine views. Below the rock was an inscription to
BURKE ”...a noble mastiff black and tan, faithful as woman, braver than man..”. An ideal end to the
walk was at Wincle Brewery where ales or coffees could be purchased according to one’s desire.

Early September saw us gathering in the car park of The Shady, a pub near Tiverton village. The walk
here was lovely along the Shropshire Union canal towpath, through fields and then ascending
through woodland behind Beeston Castle. One of the many joys of using Ordnance Survey maps is
seeing place names and other labels that prompt further investigation. In this case Two Saints Way
(94 miles, a pilgrimage route from Chester to Lichfield apparently) and Bishop Bennet Way (34 miles,
Beeston to Wirswall).

I think it fair to say that for the pub lunch, the modest prices of the senior social lunch were

WALKERSKINGSLEY

07940 106295 

**Time served tradesman** 

Stephen Ford 

Local Joiner/Carpenter 

 Based in Kingsley 

somewhat offset by the lack of efficiency and
cheer from the staff.

At our glorious summer we are surely content
(apologies to W.S.) and we head towards our
autumn walking programme full of cheer.
  

Fall, leaves, fall By Emily Brontë

Fall, leaves, fall; die, flowers, away;
Lengthen night and shorten day;
Every leaf speaks bliss to me
Fluttering from the autumn tree.
I shall smile when wreaths of snow
Blossom where the rose should grow;
I shall sing when night’s decay
Ushers in a drearier day.

The Kingsley Walkers will continue to provide
friendly, reliable walks every second and fourth
Tuesday of the month. Any member will be happy
to fact check and new members are welcome.

Please contact kingsleywalkerswa6@gmail.com

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/emily-bronte
mailto:kingsleywalkerswa6@gmail.com




Last month for our first meeting, we welcomed speaker John Dower, a member of the
East Lancs Alpine Society and winner of numerous awards. He inspired us to have a go at
making our own troughs or miniature gardens with his great ideas, knowledge, warmth
and humour. He also very kindly donated some beautiful free plants for members and
visitors. We are so grateful and many thanks to him. 

For our next meeting on Monday October 13  at 8.00pm, will be joined by Kathryn Robey,
Curator of the Dorothy Clive Garden to present on Autumn Bulbs. This is great timing to
learn about these beauties. Often we associate bulbs with Spring time and it will be
interesting to hear how we can extend the season with something a bit different. 

th

We meet at Kingsley Community Centre so come along,
we would love to see you.

 It’s £5 for a visit or only £15 for the whole season. 

GARDEN CLUB
KINGSLEY

ST. LUKES HOSPICE FUND RAISING

The ‘Women in Touch’ ladies group are hosting the event on Tuesday 11 November at
2:00 pm 

th

in the Kingsley and Newton Village Institute. All are welcome, gents too! 

The Lostock Ukulele group will play and there will be a raffle, tombola and cake stall. 

Refreshments of tea, coffee and homemade cakes will be served during the interval. 

Admission and refreshments are free, donations welcome for St. Lukes. 
Our last fund raising for St Lukes raised over £500, so please help us to top that.

Many thanks.







  TOM HUGHES

SWIFT PLUMBING
SERVICES

Based in Kingsley

Call Tom

MOBILE 07803808958

EMAIL
tomhughessps@gmail.com   

LEE McCORMACK 

PAINTER & DECORATOR 
Fully qualified & Insured 20+ years
experience CSCS Green Card for all
on site work. No job too small. All

interior decorating undertaken
,including wall paper hanging,

painting & bespoke work. 
If you want a friendly and reliable, 

professional job done, competitively
priced

call Lee on 
 07341 283845 

IAN BARLOW
BUILDER & SONS 

Established over 20 years 
Extensions 

Roofing 
Garden walls 

All general building work undertaken 

Renovations 

Free estimates 

Call Ian on 07714 755 580 







Services in October 2025

Sunday 5  Octoberth

10.00 am Family Holy Communion at Norley
6.30 pm Sacred Space at Crowton

Sunday 12  October – Harvest Festivalth

10.00am Holy Communion at Crowton
6.00pm 2  Sunday @ 6 – at NCK Centre,

Norley 

nd

Sunday 19  October  th

10.00am Holy Communion at Kingsley

Sunday 26  Octoberth

8.30am Holy Communion at Crowton
10.00am Holy Communion at Alvanley

    
Mid-week Holy Communion all at 10.00 am

2  October at Crowtonnd

9  October at Kingsleyth

16  October at Norley th

23  October at Crowtonrd

30  October at Kingsleyth

St John’s Church is open every Tuesday
morning 9.30am – 12noon

for private prayer or just to take some
quiet time out

St John the Evangelist,Kingsley
We are part of the United Benefice of

Norley, Crowton and Kingsley
with Alvanley and Manley 

Associate Minister Revd. Hilary Merrington
Tel: 01928 788087

Email: hilary.merrington@btinternet.com
Church website www.nck.org.uk

Worship at The Hurst
Methodist Church

October 2025

Sunday 5  Octoberth

8.30am Holy Communion
led by Revd C Rawlinson

Followed by Tea, Coffee and Toast

10am Morning Worship
led by Mr M Smyth

Sunday 12  October th

10am Morning Worship
led by Mr J Bell

Sunday 19th October  
10am Holy Communion

led by Revd I Rigby

Sunday 26  Octoberth

10am Morning Worship
led by Mrs R Lane

A warm welcome awaits all who wish to
attend.

We are anxious the most vulnerable of our
community feel safe, so ask that you

please do not attend if you have cold or flu
symptoms. 

Feel free to wear a mask if you wish.  

http://www.nck.org.uk/


Despite climate change, there is still a
recognisable sequence of sorts to our seasons,
reminding us that “There is a time for everything,
and a season for every activity under the heavens.”
(Ecclesiastes 3:1)

This summer I joined a choir to sing the daily
services at Carlisle Cathedral. It has on its pillars
medieval carvings showing labourers at work:
sowing in spring, harvesting in summer, brewing in
autumn. And in winter, repairing and making ready,
waiting and watching with patience and hope.

This natural rhythm still holds to an extent in our
rural surroundings, in stark contrast to the
prevailing obsession with instant gratification.
Want a meal? Ring up for delivery in 20 minutes.
Need an item of clothing? Click online for
tomorrow. Bored? Reach for the world at your
fingertips through your screen. Why wait?

KINGSLEY
PRAYER DIARY

Each week of the year Christians in
Kingsley pray specially for people in a

different area of the village and its
surroundings. During October we think

of, and pray for people living in: -

W/c Oct   5th  Bradley
W/c Oct  12th  Brookside
W/c Oct  19th  Lower Brookside and
                            Well Lane
W/c Oct  26th Hollow Lane and
                            St John's School

Coffee and Chat
Please come and join us each

Tuesday morn 10am at the Hurst Methodist Church

For ‘Coffee and Chat’, meet old friends and new.

 You will be most welcome

Men’s Brunch 
Friday, 31st October at 10.30am in The Hurst meeting

room for bacon/sausage bap.

Please come and join us.

So convenient! And yet … Where’s the satisfaction
in considering, anticipating, imagining, creating … a
meal, an item of clothing, a game, a conversation ….
Originators of the monastic tradition, like Benedict
of Nursia, understood the merits of seasonal-ness.
Benedict’s rule divided each day into times for work
and for rest, times for solitary prayer and for
communal praise and thanksgiving, recognising that
balance in all things is healthy for mind, body and
soul, for the individual, and for the community. For a
time the monastic communities, whether
Benedictine, Augustine or other, modelled how
society might function if each member shared
generously within a balanced framework the gifts,
talents and resources with which they were each
uniquely blessed.

Today the staff at Carlisle Cathedral still seek to
follow the guiding principles for the pre-Henry VIII
Augustinian abbey - ‘prayer, service, community’ -
applying themselves with diligence and patience,
perseverance and generosity, and trusting that their
labours will bear fruit in due season. 

As we pray for the right person to come forward as
our new vicar, “Let us not become weary in doing
good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if
we do not give up.” (Galatians 6:9)

Yours in Christ.
Hilary





I have been making Halloween witches and hope to sell some at £5
each, a donation to Parkinson's UK will be made from sales.

Message me at gillian.dean106@googlemail.com

mailto:gillian.dean106@googlemail.com


Cosgrove Business Park, Anderton, Northwich,
CW9 6FY 01606 871445 

www.barnyardcheshire.co.uk 

Keytech Developments Ltd is a Cheshire based home improvement & construction company
providing quality services such as extensions, conversions, and new builds, for proud

homeowners across our local area. We also offer joinery/carpentry work and have over 20years
experience in the joiner/carpentry industry.

We are a proud member of the Federation of Master Builders and we also now offer Finance for
those big builds that may be a big expense but a better way of affording your new dream

home/kitchen/extension or bathroom.

If you would like anymore information or a free quote and would like to take a look at our work
please visit our website www.keytechdevelomentsltd.co.uk. If you would like to visit The

Federation of Master Builders website to see our 5* reviews then please visit:
www.fmb.org.uk/find-a-builder.co.uk.

We can also be found on social media
platforms Facebook or Instagram searching

@keytechdevelopmentsltd.



FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE to all
patients at Princeway Health Centre, Helsby Surgery, Weaverham Surgery

and all other local surgeries.

The Kingsley Surgery (Brookside) is now closed and so you can now
collect your prescriptions from Holland Pharmacy. Simply ask the surgery
to nominate Holland Pharmacy as your preferred pharmacy and then order

your prescription as normal.

If you have any queries then please call us or pop into the pharmacy to
discuss.

MAKE THE CHANGE AND SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT
PHARMACY

 
TEL: 01928 788559

Monday to Friday 9am-6pm (lunch 1-2pm)







 
 

 

 

 

www.physioinyourhome.co.uk

Local Professional Carer 

Call Linda on 01928 731369

Or 07850 445184 

Specialising in the care of the elderly,
in particular those suffering from
dementia. 

I am CRB checked, fully insured and I 
can supply references. 
My services include: 

* Personal Care 

* Domestic duties 

* Shopping 

* Appointments & Social Events 

DAVE’S GARDENING
SERVICE

Established 24 years,
Frodsham based,

Reliable & Trustworthy,
Competitive Rates,

References Available 



Negative electricity bills? -
Whatever next!

Kingsley Community Centre was one of the first
buildings in Kingsley to install solar panels, back
in 2011. Every year since then the Community
Centre has benefited from feed in tariffs which
have helped meet the running costs of the
Centre.

However around two-thirds of the electricity
generated by the solar panels was unused, as it
was generated on sunny days in the Summer,
when most of the electricity consumed by the
Centre was for lighting in winter.

Two years ago, we decided to install a storage
battery which went some way to making more
efficient use of the electricity generated by the
solar panels. It’s not a perfect solution, as the
storage battery only has the capacity to store
electricity through a daily cycle, but it means
that electricity generated during the day can be
stored to provide electricity for lighting evening
events. This means that only around one-third of
our generated electricity is not being used in the
Community Centre.

The latest step has been to negotiate a tariff for
us to sell our unused electricity back to the
electricity supplier. We don’t get as high a rate
as it costs us when we buy electricity, but it still
means that all the electricity that we generate
from those solar panels is being used for the
benefit of the Community Centre.

Given the sunny summer months that we have
enjoyed this year, we have actually earned more
from selling our electricity than we have paid to
buy electricity this summer.

Negative electricity bills? -
Whatever next!

MOBILE
CHIROPODIST 

Lesley Mathieson 
M.INST. ChP, L.Ch. 

Offers a Professional & Friendly
Service treating:

 Ingrowing Toe Nails, Corns, 
Callouses, Nail Infections & Verrucas 

FOR HOME VISIT
APPOINTMENTS 

CALL ME ON: 01928 733630 
Registered with the Health Professions Council 





Christmas vouchers are available



Did you
know

…….. that great thanks go to YOU, the people of Kingsley, for
supporting the fundraising we have done over many years at the Hurst
for minor charities worldwide? 

We have reached a milestone!!!
Since our records began in 1985, the total we have
reached in 2025, 40 years on, has now surpassed
£100,000.

Generally, we have a policy to support minor charities
both here and abroad on alternate years.

The overseas charities have been global, including West
Africa, Central America, Bangladesh, Honduras, the
Philippines, Thailand, India, East Africa, Uganda, South
Africa, Nepal, Pump Aid – Malawi, Gambia and Myanmar.
The charities’ works range from water and sanitation to
education for children, hospices, hospitals and medical
care, tackling deprivation, orphans and farming aid.

The charities in the UK are often local, for example
Liverpool, Manchester, Chester, Ellesmere Port, Halton,
Widnes, Camp Wales and the Northwest Air Ambulance
service. They range from work with the homeless,
asylum seekers, accommodation for homeless teenage
children, mental health, multicultural centre, Save the
Family, Methodist Home for those with senile dementia,
hospices, children with learning disabilities to the
disadvantaged.

We have rarely fundraised to keep the church going (only
when we have had a major expense)! That is catered for
by weekly giving and donations.

Activities you may have come to include quiz nights,
pudding evenings, coffee mornings, safari suppers, cake,
jam, veg, cards and plant sales, Big Breakfasts,
Christmas stall, Christmas craft workshop, afternoon
teas, proceeds from the Christmas Gift Service, jumble
sales, donations from children’s work and Harvest of
Talents. Proceeds from the Soup Lunches occasionally
go to our main projects but generally go to other
charities.

There are 2 banners in the chapel which give the names
of the charities and the years we raised funds for them.
Once again – thank you for supporting us!






